
Thinking about taking the GED® test? Take a look at five sample GED® 
test questions to get a better idea of the types of questions on the test. 
The questions you see here are the types of questions that you’ll need to 
answer correctly to earn the 145 passing score on the GED® test.

GED® Test Question Preview
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1. Reasoning Through Language Arts

Read the excerpt, and answer the question that follows.
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1. Reasoning Through Language Arts continued
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2. Social Studies

Read the excerpt, and answer the question that follows.
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3. Science
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Varicella is a virus that causes the disease chicken pox. Medications are used to treat the symptoms of fever and discomfort associated 
with chicken pox. In 1995, a varicella vaccine was made available to people in the United States.

The graph shows the number of chicken pox cases reported in four U.S. states from 1991 to 2007.

Which conclusion is supported by the data in the graph?

	 A.	 The varicella vaccine relieves chicken pox symptoms.

	 B. 	 The varicella vaccine is effective in treating chicken pox.

	 C.	 The varicella vaccine is effective in preventing chicken pox.

	 D.	 The varicella vaccine has eliminated chicken box from the United States.

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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4. Science
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5. Mathematical Reasoning
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Answer Explanations

1. Reasoning Through Language Arts Question Overview

This question requires you to comprehend Anne’s request and to make an inference about her character 
based on this understanding. You must use what is directly stated (dialogue) to determine what the 
author is suggesting about Anne. The question requires you to engage in thought processes to look 
beyond what is directly stated in the excerpt.

Answer Explanation

 	 Option A is correct. If you correctly selected this answer option, you likely read closely 
enough to understand that Anne asks to be called “Cordelia” because It is ”such a perfectly 
elegant name,” and she believes “Anne is such an unromantic name.” These details imply that 
Anne wishes to take this more “elegant” name in an effort to make her life more interesting.

	 Option B is incorrect. If you chose this response, you likely recognize that Anne is upset by 
Marilla’s initial reaction to her arrival. However, she is not interacting with her peers in this 
excerpt, and there is no indication that she wishes to “fit in” better with her peers. Marilla is 
an adult and not Anne’s peer; Anne asks Marilla to call her another name because she thinks 
the name is more interesting and her own name is too plain.

	 Option C is incorrect. If you opted for this response, you likely understand that Anne has not 
been able to find a permanent home. But she is not confused about her past (paragraph 9); 
Anne knows she is an orphan and has been sent to a new home to live with people she has 
never met. Anne is confused about her present situation, and the new home she has been 
sent to, crying when she thinks she is being rejected (paragraph 12).

	 Option D is incorrect. If you picked this answer option, you might have expected someone in 
Anne’s position to be hesitant to share personal details. Anne, however. is very forthcoming 
when asked why she wishes to be called by another name, and she shares personal details 
about why she likes the new name (paragraph 22). She does not hesitate to respond to 
Marilla’s questions and is very outspoken and forthright.
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Answer Explanations continued

2. Social Studies Question Overview

This question is based on information from a government report about U.S. westward expansion 
and Manifest Destiny. The question presents you with an inference (something that the reader can 
understand the author to mean even though it is not stated directly). The inference you are given is that 
Manifest Destiny was used to justify the mistreatment of individuals as the U.S. expanded westward. You 
are asked to decide which statement from the report provides evidence to support that inference. 

Answer Explanation

	 Option A is incorrect. This statement explains that the government promoted U.S. territorial 
expansion. However, the statement does not say anything about how individuals were treated 
during expansion. 

	 Option B is incorrect.  This statement expresses John O’Sullivan’s belief that white 
Americans’ right to new territory was God-given and as natural as “that of a tree to the 
space of air and earth…” However, the statement itself does not provide any evidence that 
mistreatment occurred as a result of expansion or that it was justified. 

	 Option C is incorrect. This statement expresses the view of some later observers that 
Manifest Destiny was a source of racism. However, the statement itself does not mention 
mistreatment that resulted from racism or provide any justification for it.

	 Option D is correct. This statement identifies John O’Sullivan’s view that “God-given favor” 
gave white Americans the right to use force if necessary as the way mistreatment of Native 
Americans and Mexicans was justified.
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Answer Explanations continued

3. Science Question Overview

Question Overview: This question asks you to reason from data to a conclusion. The question simply 
requires you to use the data presented in the graph to support a given conclusion about the varicella 
vaccine and its relationship to chicken pox.

Answer Explanation: 

	 Option A is incorrect. If you chose this option you likely made an incorrect conclusion which 
is not based on the graph data. The data in the graph shows that the varicella vaccine leads to 
a reduction in the number of cases, but it does not show that it acts as a symptom reliever in 
infected people. Chicken pox symptoms is not a variable represented by the values on either 
axes of the graph.

	 Option B is incorrect. If you selected this option you likely made an incorrect conclusion 
which is not based on the graph data. The data in the graph shows that the varicella vaccine 
leads to a reduction in the number of cases, but it does not show that it can be used to treat 
people presenting chicken pox. The treatment of chicken pox is not a variable represented by 
the values on either axes of the graph.

	 Option C is correct. If you picked this answer option you likely noticed that the data in the 
graph suggests that the vaccine has contributed to a significant reduction in reported chicken 
pox cases in four U.S. states between the years of 1995-2007. Therefore, it can be concluded 
that the varicella vaccine is effective in preventing chicken pox.

	 Option D is incorrect. If you chose this option you likely made an incorrect conclusion which 
is not based on the graph data. The data in the graph shows that the varicella vaccine leads 
to a reduction in the number of cases, but it does not show that it has completely eliminated 
chicken pox. The last data point in 2007 shows that there were still approximately 17 thousand 
reported cases of chicken pox in the four U.S. States represented on the graph. 
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Answer Explanations continued

4. Science Question Overview

This question requires you to find the mean of a set of data. (NOTE: On the GED® Science Reasoning 
test, a calculator would be available to you on this question.)

Answer Explanation

	 Option A is incorrect. If you selected this response, you incorrectly chose the mode of the 
set of data, the number that occurs most frequently in the set of Joe’s data. 

	 Option B is incorrect. If you selected this response, you incorrectly chose the median of  
Joe’s set of data. While the median is the number that is the middle value of the set, it does 
not represent the mean, the average of the data set.

	 Option C is correct. This response is the result of correctly selecting the mean, the average of 
the data set. To find the mean of the data set, you added all the values together and divided by 
the number of values in the set.

	 Option D is incorrect. If you selected this response, you incorrectly calculated the mean of 
Joe’s set of data. You calculated average of two numbers in the data set instead of adding all 
the values together and dividing by the number of values in the set.
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Answer Explanations continued

5. Mathematical Reasoning Question Overview 

This question requires you to order a set of fractions and decimals from smallest to largest. First, 
the numbers must all be converted to the same format—either all fractions or all decimals—then the 
resulting numbers are placed in order. (NOTE: On the GED® Mathematical Reasoning test, a calculator 
would not be available to you on this question.)

Answer Explanation

	 Option A is correct. This response is the result of either converting the decimals to fractions, 
or the fractions to decimals, then comparing the results, and placing the original numbers in 
the correct order. 

	 Option B is incorrect. If you selected this response, you incorrectly compared the non-zero 
numbers in the decimals with the denominators in the fractions, before attempting to place 
them in numerical order. 

	 Option C is incorrect. If you selected this response, you made a mistake with 0.07, 
incorrectly reading it as 0.7, and placing it between 0.6 and 4/5. 

	 Option D is incorrect. If you selected this response, you made a calculation error in 
converting, obtaining an answer of 0.4 and placing it between 1/8 and 1/2.



Ready to try more? See how you’ll do on the real test by 
taking the GED® Ready practice test. You can take it by setting 

up or logging into your MyGED® account at GED.com.

What are you waiting for? Take your first step towards a brighter future 
today! Take the official practice test and get started towards your GED® 

credential at GED.com. 
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