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Trait 1: Creation of Arguments and the Use of Evidence

-_.; w || .]l

Trait 1: Creation nl‘Ar‘mmt: and Use of Evidence

2 o generates text-based argument(s) and establishes a purpose that is connected to the prompt

» cites relevant and specific evidence from source text(s) to support argument (may include few
wrrelevant pieces of evidence or unsupported claims)

o analyzes the issue and/or evaluates the validity of the argumentation within the source texts
(e.g., distinguishes between supported and unsupported claims, makes reasonable inferences
about underlying premises or assumptions, identifies fallacious reasoning, evaluates the
credibility of sources, etc.)

1 » generates an argument and demonstrates some connection to the prompt

o cites some evidence from source text(s) to support argument (may include a mix of relevant
and irrelevant citations or a mix of textual and non-textual references)

s partially analyzes the issue and/or evaluates the validity of the argumentation within the
source texts; may be simplistic. limited. or inaccurate

0 e may attempt to create an argument OR lacks purpose or connection to the prompt OR does
neither

¢ cites minimal or no evidence from source text(s) (sections of text may be copied from source)

¢ minimally analyzes the issue and/or evaluates the validity of the argumentation within the
source texts; may completely lack analysis or demonstrate minimal or no understanding of the
given argument(s)

Non-scorable Responses (Score of 0/Condition Codes)

Response exclusively contains text copied from source text(s) or prompt
Response shows no evidence that test-taker has read the prompt or 15 off-topic
Response is incomprehensible

Response 15 not in English

Response has not been attempted (blank)
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Taxation and Review Stimulus Material

Taxation and Revenue Stimulus Material

Taxation and Revenue Stimulus Passage #1

Press Release from the Office of

U.5 Representative Melody Walls
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC

Representative Walls Announces Economic Boost for 12" District
July 17, 2013

Washington, DC — Representative Melody Walls announced that Congress passed the highway and fransit bill
today.

“This bill funds the expansion of Highway 17 from a two-lane highway fo a four-lane thoroughfare. It will
positively affect the town of Oak Falls,” Walls zaid. As part of the expansion, Highway 17 will move two miles
east of the town of Oak Falls. The bill will ease fraffic congestion and create job opportunities during and after
construction.

Last year, Reprezentative Walls held town hall meetings to gather opinions from her constituents about
revitalizing the economy in the 12" District. Two years ago, Turnarcund Motors and Bell Camera closed their
factory doors. The result has been high unemployment with no immediate prospects for new businesses.
Representative Walls heard residents’ concemns for jobs in the district.

Improving the highway means jobs for local construction workers. Once completed, the highway will bring more
long-distance travelers into the area. Some officials anticipate a 30% increase in highway traffic due to the
ease of traveling on the improved Highway 17. An increase in fravelers will attract national motel and
restaurant chains along the highway route. These national businesses will mean permanent jobs for residents.

In the future, historical features in Oak Falls and Gaston, such as brick streets built by early settlers and the old
wheat mill, will likely become popular tourist atiractions. More visifors will increase business for local shops and
restaurants.

The improved highway will eliminate eighteen-wheeler fraffic through towns, a major source of traffic
congestion and noise. & 2001 study in Texas showed that bypasses reduce fraffic through towns by as much
as 75%. Eliminating eighteen-wheeler traffic will also reduce road maintenance costs.

The improvement of Highwaly 17, funded by federal tax allocations, is an important investment in the area.
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Taxation and Revenue Stimulus Passage #2

Dak Fallz Gazette
Letter to the Editor

| am a small-business owner living in Representative Walls's congressional district. A bill has been pas=ed to
expand Highway 17 from a two-ane highway to a four-lane thoroughfare. This change includes plans to move
Highway 17 two miles to the east, which means it will now bypass our town completely. | find this
unacceptable.

The Gazetie reports that because Highway 17 runs through six states, construction will be paid for with federal
road funds. That means some of our federal taxes will pay for a road that | believe will harm our town. | also
believe that few residents of Oak Falls will uze the road. Our town and district will lose money as a result ofthis
highway bypass paid for by our tax dollars.

The road construction jobs are only a temporary bandage on the wound made by our two manufacturers
closing their doors. Once the road construction is finished, only minimum wage jobs willremain.

In fact, the highway will bypass four cities in our district alone. Each of these towns will loze business because
fewer travelers will pass through them and eat, stay ovemight, or purchase gas. There is no guarantee that
tourists will drive an extra two miles into our town if national chain motels and restaurants are built at the
highway exits. The 2001 study Representative Walls references does show that bypasses reduce traffic and
noise in towns, but the study also shows they have a negative impact on local businesses.

If this project were paid for with state tax money alone, angry voters would have struck it down. Representative
Wallz held town hall meetings to hear residents’ opinions about the local economy, but obviously she did not
listen to the concems they voiced. Please consider local concerns about this federal project.

Taxation and Revenue Prompt
Analyze the arguments presented in the press release and the letter to the editor.

In your response, develop an argument in which you explain how one position is better supported than
the other. Incorporate relevant and specific evidence from both sources to support your argument.

Remember, the better-argued position is not necessarily the position with which you agree. This task
should take approximately 45 minutes to complete. Your response should contain 4 — 7 paragraphs of
3 to 7 sentences each, about 300 — 300 words.

2014 GED"RLA Tast Exanded Rasponss Resouncs Guide far Adult Educaions - Taxabion ard Favenis Page §
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Sample Response — Trait 1
Response 4

We have 2 opposing viewpoints from Representative Walls and a citizen and business owner,
Alice Jenkins, concerning using tax dollars to expand a highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes.

| feel Jenkins has the better argument supported by common sense and enough data to win her
the argument.

Walls held town meetings to discuss whether to expand a highway through her district and
possibilities that this expansion would help the unemployment caused by 2 businesses closing
down. Walls argues that the highway means jobs for construction and restaurants and motels
and gas stations will pop up to make permanent jobs after the construction is complete. Does
using tax payer dollars to build and expand a highway make up for 2 businesses being lost and
jobs going with them?

As Jenkins points out, only minimum wage jobs will be available from the business that Walls
describes will come to town. She argues these minimum wage jobs will not be enough to
replace the jobs that left with the camera place and the auto place.

Too many times politicians think that minimum wage jobs are good jobs, which they are not. No
one can live on minimum wage. Most would rather live on unemployment or move to another
city with good jobs. The representative quotes a 2001 study that says that a bypass reduces
traffic flow and congestion in towns by 75% which Jenkins agrees with but in the same study it
says the bypass has a negative impact on local businesses.

Jenkins points out that if State money were used in the construction, the voters would have
voted it down but since the federal government is involved, she feels the tax money could be
used wise.

Jenkins correctly points out that this highway project is just a band aid on the scar left by the 2
businesses closing their doors.

Although the Walls is trying to bring some jobs to the community, it seems it is just a temporary
fix and should concentrate on a better, more permanent solution.
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Trait 2 — Development of Ideas and Organizational Structure

Score | Description

Trait 2: Development of Ideas and Organizational Structure

2

» contains ideas that are well developed and generally logical; most ideas are elaborated upon

s containg a sensible progression of ideas with clear connections between details and main
points

¢ establishes an orzanizational structure that conveys the message and purpose of the response;
applies transitional devices appropriately

o establizshes and maintains a formal style and appropriate tone that demonstrate awareness of
the audience and purpose of the task

o chooses specific words to express ideas clearly

o contains ideas that are inconsistently developed and/or may reflect simplistic or vague
reasoning; some ideas are elaborated upon

o demonstrates zome evidence of a progression of ideas, but details may be dizjointed or lacking
connection to main ideas

¢ establizhes an organization structure that may inconsistently sroup ideas or i3 partially
effective at conveying the meszage of the task; uses transitional devices inconsistently

» may inconsistently maintain a formal style and appropriate tone to demonstrate an awareness
of the audience and purpose of the task

s may occasionally misuse words and/or choose words that express ideas in vagoe terms

» contains ideas that are insufficiently or illogically developed, with minimal or ne elaboration
on main ideas

» containg an unclear or no progression of ideas; details may be absent or irrelevant to the main
ideas

s establishes an ineffective or no discernable organizational structure; does not apply
transitional devices, or does so inappropriately

» uses an informal style and/or inappropriate tone that demonstrates limited or no awareness of
audience and purpose

o may frequently misuse words, overuse slang or express ideas in a vague or repetitious manner

MNon-scorable Responses (Score of 0/Condition Codes)

Eesponsze exclusively contains text copied from source text(s) or prompt
Eesponsze shows no evidence that test-taker has read the prompt or 13 off-topic
Eesponse iz incomprehensible

Eeszponsze iz not in English

Fezponsze haz not been attempted (blank)
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Sample Response — Trait 2
Response 4

We have 2 opposing viewpoints from Representative Walls and a citizen and business owner,
Alice Jenkins, concerning using tax dollars to expand a highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes.

| feel Jenkins has the better argument supported by common sense and enough data to win her
the argument.

Walls held town meetings to discuss whether to expand a highway through her district and
possibilities that this expansion would help the unemployment caused by 2 businesses closing
down. Walls argues that the highway means jobs for construction and restaurants and motels
and gas stations will pop up to make permanent jobs after the construction is complete. Does
using tax payer dollars to build and expand a highway make up for 2 businesses being lost and
jobs going with them?

As Jenkins points out, only minimum wage jobs will be available from the business that Walls
describes will come to town. She argues these minimum wage jobs will not be enough to
replace the jobs that left with the camera place and the auto place.

Too many times politicians think that minimum wage jobs are good jobs, which they are not. No
one can live on minimum wage. Most would rather live on unemployment or move to another
city with good jobs. The representative quotes a 2001 study that says that a bypass reduces
traffic flow and congestion in towns by 75% which Jenkins agrees with but in the same study it
says the bypass has a negative impact on local businesses.

Jenkins points out that if State money were used in the construction, the voters would have
voted it down but since the federal government is involved, she feels the tax money could be
used wise.

Jenkins correctly points out that this highway project is just a band aid on the scar left by the 2
businesses closing their doors.

Although the Walls is trying to bring some jobs to the community, it seems it is just a temporary
fix and should concentrate on a better, more permanent solution.
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Trait 3 — Clarity and Command of Standard English Conventions

Score | Description

Trait 3: Clarity and Command of Standard English Conventions

2

» darponsirates largely correct sentence swocture snd a general fluency that snhences clariny
with specific regard to the following skills:
13 wariad zantence stmcture within a paragraph or paragraphs
20 correct subordmation, coordinztion and parzllalism
3 avoidance of wordiness and swhkoward sentence strocturss
47 uszage of tranzitionsl words, conjonctive adverbs and other words that support logic and
clarity
5 avoidance of man-on sentences, fuzsd sentences, or samtence fragments
* derponstratas competant spplication of coaventions with specific regard to the following
2hrills:
17 fragquently confused words and homonyms, inchiding contractions
21 subject-verb agresment
3 pronoun usage, incloding pronoun antecedent agresment, unclear proaoun references, and
Prongun case
47  placement of modifiers and correct word order
5)  capitalization (e.2., proper nouns, titles, and begmnings of sentances)
41 use of aposwophes with poszeszive noums
Ty use of puncteation (e.g., comimas It @ series of i appositives and other non-essential
alements. and marks and approprizte puncistion for clanse separation)
* mMIY COHLRiN some errors in mechamics and conventions, it they do not interfare with
cornprahenzion; overall. standard wsaze is at a level spproprizte for on-demand draft writing.

# derponstratas incomsistant sentence stmictare; may contzin some repetitive, choppy, rarnbling,
or awkward sentences that may detract from clarity; demonstrates mconsistent control over
2kills 1-5 as listed m the first ballet under Trait 3, Score Point 5 above

# derponstratas incomsistant confral of basic conventions with specific regard to skills 1 — 7 as
listed m the zecand buallet under Trait 3, Scors Poist 3 above

* maEy contain Faquent errors in machanics and conventions that eccasionally interfere with
comprabension; standsrd wsage is at 2 minirmally acceptable leval of appropriztensss for on-
demand draft writing.

* derponstratas consistenthy flawead santence stmacture such that mesning may be obacurad;
dernonstrates minimal contrel over skills 1-5 as listed in the first ballet under Trait 3, Scors
Paint 5 above

* derponstratas minimal coatrol of basic comventions with spacific regard to skdlls 1 — 7 2z listad
in the second bullet under Trait 3, Scaore Point 3 sbove

* containg severe and frequent errors in mechanics and conventions that nterfere with
commprabenzion; overall, standard usage iz at an umacceptable leveal for on-demand draf
WIItnE.

OFR

* responze is insufficient to demonstrate level of mastery over corventions and uszge

*Bacauze test-tzkers will be given only 45 minutas to completa Extanded Fesponse tasks , thare is no expectation
that 2 response shounld be completely free of conventions of nsage errars 1o receive 3 score of 3.

Non-scorable Responzes (Score of (/Condition Codes)

Fesponze exchusively contain: text copied fromm source tewt{s) or prompt
Fesponze shovws no evidence that test-taker has read the promypt or iz off-topic
Fesponze iz incomprehansible

Fesponze iz not in Englizh

Fesponze haz not been sttempiad {hlank)
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Sample Response — Trait 3
Response 4

We have 2 opposing viewpoints from Representative Walls and a citizen and business owner,
Alice Jenkins, concerning using tax dollars to expand a highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes.

| feel Jenkins has the better argument supported by common sense and enough data to win her
the argument.

Walls held town meetings to discuss whether to expand a highway through her district and
possibilities that this expansion would help the unemployment caused by 2 businesses closing
down. Walls argues that the highway means jobs for construction and restaurants and motels
and gas stations will pop up to make permanent jobs after the construction is complete. Does
using tax payer dollars to build and expand a highway make up for 2 businesses being lost and
jobs going with them?

As Jenkins points out, only minimum wage jobs will be available from the business that Walls
describes will come to town. She argues these minimum wage jobs will not be enough to
replace the jobs that left with the camera place and the auto place.

Too many times politicians think that minimum wage jobs are good jobs, which they are not. No
one can live on minimum wage. Most would rather live on unemployment or move to another
city with good jobs. The representative quotes a 2001 study that says that a bypass reduces
traffic flow and congestion in towns by 75% which Jenkins agrees with but in the same study it
says the bypass has a negative impact on local businesses.

Jenkins points out that if State money were used in the construction, the voters would have
voted it down but since the federal government is involved, she feels the tax money could be
used wise.

Jenkins correctly points out that this highway project is just a band aid on the scar left by the 2
businesses closing their doors.

Although the Walls is trying to bring some jobs to the community, it seems it is just a temporary
fix and should concentrate on a better, more permanent solution.
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GED Ready Extended Response Score Report — Trait 1

KEY: ™ Needs IMpIOVEMent . B Salistaciory . == Desirapie

Trait 1: Creation of Arguments and Use of Evidence

mm Af |east one clearly-stated or strongly implied claim
mm Af |east one claim s logical and text-based- Additional claims may be tied to the larger issue rather being based on a close reading of the text
mm |mplied or clearly-stated claims may support an overall stance, but the stance may be vague, unclear, ar inconsistent
m Attempted claims are vague and/or lack explanation such that the criteria for analyzing the issue or evaluating the argument is unclear or not applicable
mm Stance is connected to the writing task, though the response may occasionally wander off purpose
mm Jses some evidence from the source text
m |ncludes off-topic information or is loosely connected to the source text or not applicable
mm Fyidence from the source text generally supports the student's claims and stance
mm Sfydent provides commentary on the evidence chosen, but commentary is general, vague or weakly tied to the argument
mm Response partially or simplistically analyzes the issue in the source texts
= Response does not evaluate the argumentation developed in the source texis or not applicable

mm Response presents limited or partially inaccurate analysis of the arguments in the source texts

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 11
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GED Ready Extended Response Score Report — Trait 2

Trait 2: Development of Ideas and Organizational Structure

mm |deas are inconsistently or simplistically developed
mm |deas may reflect simplistic or vague reasoning
mm Some (i.e. more than one) ideas may be elaborated on
= (ontains an unclear or no progression of ideas
= Details may be irrelevant to the main idea or not applicable
mm Details may be disjointedly connected to each other or inconsistently used in service of the progression of ideaD
mm Fsiablishes an organization structure
mm |\fay group ideas inconsistently or be only partially effective at conveying the message of the response
= Does not use or inappropriately uses transitional devices
mm |nconsistenily uses a formal style
= m |nconsistently applies an appropriate tone
mm Demonstrates a general awareness of audience and purpose
mm |\jay occasionally misuse words
mm |\fay occasionally use slang but it does not overly detract from the overall message

mm Some ideas may be expressed vaguely
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GED Ready Extended Response Score Report — Trait 3

Trait 3: Clarity and Command of Standard English Conventions

mm Some sentence structures may he frequently repeated, but the response still demonstrates some sentence structure variety
mm Sybordination, coordination, and parallelism are largely correct with a few significant errors
= May contain frequent wordy and/or awkward construction
= Transitional words and conjunctive adverbs are either absent, used inappropriately or do not contribute to overall clarity
mm |\iay contain a few run-on sentences, fused sentences and/or sentence fragments
= )ay contain frequent errors with commonly confused words and homonyms, including contractions or not applicable
mm \ay contain occasional subject-verb agreement errors
mmm [emonstrates appropriate use of pronoun usage (e.g. pronouns and their antecedents agree, unclear pronoun references are avoided and pronoun cases are used properly)
mm [emonstrates largely correct word order with correctly placed modifiers, but may contain occasional errors
mm |y contain occasional capitalization errors
= )lay contain frequent apostrophe errors or ot applicable
= )ay contain frequent punctuation errors or not applicable
mm \ay contain frequent errors in mechanics and conventions that occasionally interfere with comprehension

mm Standard usage is at a minimally acceptable level of appropriateness for on-demand draft writing
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GED RLA Extended Response - Essential Resources

https://ged.com/educators admins/teaching/classroom materials/

their RLA GED Ffteach,'lE written response.

English
Extended Response Quick Tips

Extended Response Scoring Tools

Extended Response Classroom Practice

Extended Response Classroom Poster

Extended Response Tools and Practice

Use these resources to improve your students’ written responses. The scoring tools help you evaluate and provide feedback to students about

Spanish

Extended Response Scoring Tools - Spanish

Extended Response Classroom Practice - Spanish

Explanation of AE Symbol Tool For Spanish Writing

Extended Response Videos

Watch this 8-episode series with your students to take a deeper dive into the skills and expectations that will help students excel on their

written responses.

\\g Overvi ew of the Extended Response — Video 1 of How to Pass the GED Extended Response

WATCH MORE
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Reasoning Through Language Arts - Extended Response
Scoring Tools

English Spanish
ER Resource Guide for Adult Educators ER Resource Guide for Adult Educators - in Spanish
ER Resource Guide for Adulf Educators - Taxation and ER Resource Guide for Adult Educators - Taxation and
Revenue Revenue - in Spanish
Scoring Tool for the GED Read',.fE practice test Scoring Tool for the GED F'.ead\.r_ﬁ practice test - in Spanish
GED Read',[@ Practice Test ER and Source Texts GED Readx@ Practice Test ER and Source Texts - in Spanish

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/extended response resource guide taxation revenue.pdf

TESTING SERVICE®

The 2014 GED® Reasoning Through
Language Arts Test

Extended Response Resource Guide

for Adult Educators:
Taxation and Revenue

September 2015
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