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Today, we will 
focus on:
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• Essential elements of an 
effective extended 
response

• Where you need to focus 
your instruction

• What  you can learn 
about your student’s 
extended response

• How to use the electronic 
scoring tool



Begin with the Instructions

• Analyze both passages
• Decide which argument 

has more convincing 
evidence

• Explain why the evidence 
supports your choice
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Read and Analyze
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Viewpoint 1 Viewpoint 2



Continue with Evidence

6

Type of Evidence Definition

Factual Truthful statements that cannot be denied. Statements that the 
average person may know, or which can be proven.

Statistics or Data Numerical facts; can be presented in raw numbers, percentages, 
or fractions.

Examples or Anecdotes Real-life situations, events, or experiences that illustrate a 
position; anecdotal stories that help explain an author’s claim.

Expert Testimony The observations or conclusion of someone who is considered 
highly knowledgeable because he/she is an expert in a particular 
field of study or occupation; someone who has firsthand 
knowledge and experience.

Logical Reasoning An explanation which draws conclusions that the reader can 
understand; a discussion which helps the reader understand or 
make sense out of facts or examples offered.

Emotional Appeal Use of sympathy, fear, loyalty, etc. to persuade; manipulates the 
reader’s emotions – ethos, pathos, logos.



Weak Evidence

• Vague references

• Unnamed sources

• Irrelevant details

• Flawed reasoning

Identify the Evidence from Each Viewpoint

Strong Evidence

• Research or experts

• Reliable sources

• Relevant facts

• Logical conclusions
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Analyze and Evaluate the 
Viewpoints

Now, I will . . .

• List the evidence that 
supports

• List the evidence that 
opposes

• Evaluate the evidence

• Select the position that is 
better supported
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Analyze and Evaluate the Evidence

Now, I will . . .

• List the evidence that 
supports

• List the evidence that 
opposes

• Evaluate the evidence

• Select the position that is 
better supported

9



Remember, an Effective Claim

• Must be arguable but stated as 
a fact. It must be debatable with 
inquiry and evidence; it is not a 
personal opinion or feeling.

• A claim is supported by 
evidence.

• A claim defines your writing’s 
goals, direction, and scope.

• The best claims are focused, 
specific, complex, and relevant.
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What’s the Starting Point?
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The claim 

• Is the roadmap with signs 
and markings

• Guides the writer and 
reader through the 
argument

• Provides the position taken

• Provides the reason “why”

1

2

3

4
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Both the press release and the 
letter to the editor offer positions 
that are supported by both fact 
and opinion. The press release 
seeks to exhort the new bill for 
expansion of Highway 17, while 
the letter argues that the passing 
of the bill could prove detrimental 
to the district. While both sides 
make an acceptable case, the 
latter provides a stronger 
argument.

Which One Provides the Best Roadmap?

I feel Jenkins has the better 
argument supported by 
common sense and enough 
data to win her argument.
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Tip 2: Give commentary on quotations.

Test-takers should

•Cite specific evidence (phrases and even complete sentences) from 

the passages that accompany the prompts.

•Express their own thoughts about their chosen evidence. 

•Explain why the evidence they’ve chosen helps make the points they 

want to make. 

Remember: Copied text contributes to a score only if the test-taker fully 

explains how that text illustrates a point he or she is making. Simply 

lifting information from the passages isn’t going to be enough to 

earn points because that’s someone else’s writing, not the test-

taker’s.
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Where is the original text?
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Now the safety issue comes up again, in the yearly switch to and from DST. One study shows 
pedestrian fatalities from cars increased immediately after clocks were set back in the fall. 
Arguments continue with another study that shows 227 pedestrians were killed in the week 
following the end of DST compared with 65 pedestrians killed the week before DST ended. lt is 
also stated that the adjustment period drivers endure each year is a dangerous time for 
pedestrians, and DST may be the reason. Instead of a gradual transition in the morning or 
afternoon by just minutes of sunlight each day, the immediate shift of one hour forward or 
backward fails to provide drives and pedestrians time to adjust. These opponents believe the 
consideration of cost and confusion are simply not worth all of the trouble. With everything 
there are pros and cons no matter what, so in the end we can only hope the good outweighs the 
bad. 

Note: Text in red was copied directly from the source text.



The ER 
Electronic 
Scoring Tool
Let’s Take a Quick Look!
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ER Scoring Tool!
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https://app.ged.com/preLogin4?_ga=2.134815729.1873690640.1638
749718-2140352129.1637081214#/essayScoring

1. Skim through student response 
to see what prompt and 
passage was used.

2. Download GED Ready test 
prompts and passages.

3. Enter student name and date.
4. Read the passage and prompt.
5. Do the first read of the 

student’s response.

https://app.ged.com/preLogin4?_ga=2.134815729.1873690640.1638749718-2140352129.1637081214#/essayScoring


How the Template Works

• Breaks down each dimension within a trait

• These dimensions are those that trained 
scorers may consider in scoring each of the 
three traits
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Things to Keep in Mind

• Each test-taker receives three 
scores—one for each trait in 
the rubric

• Although each trait is broken 
down into sub-dimensions, the 
trait score is determined 
holistically 

• When you use the resource 
guides and study the 
annotations, you’ll see 
offsets—high levels in some 
sub-dimensions balanced by 
lower levels in others
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Getting Down 
to the Nitty 
Gritty
Learn the process. Use the tool.
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Multiple Reads ARE Necessary

• When you review an extended 
response…you don’t read for 
organization, grammar, typos, 
and overall development of 
ideas simultaneously

• You must read at least once 
for each trait

• It becomes easier the more 
you practice

• The goal is to internalize the 
process and the characteristics 
of each trait.
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Quality Reigns Supreme!

•Each trait score is determined 
by the quality of the writing

•A response that receives a 
score of 2 on Trait 1 (Creation 
of Arguments and Use of 
Evidence) may have a few 
elements that seem 
consistent with a 1-level 
response. 

•Because the response is so 
strong in other elements, it 
can still receive an on-
balance score of 2 for Trait 1. 
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Overview:  The Three Traits

• Trait 1:  Creation of 
Arguments and the Use of 
Evidence

• Trait 2:  Development of 
Ideas and Organizational 
Structure

• Trait 3:  Clarity and 
Command of Standard 
English Conventions
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Why Focus on Trait 1?

• Is pivotal from a skills 
perspective

• Builds a solid foundation for 
cross-cutting skills

• Provides the basis for 
demonstrating Trait 2 
(organization and 
development of ideas)  and 
Trait 3 (standard English 
conventions)
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Stimulus Material
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Let’s Review!



Trait 1

• Develop the argument

• Cite relevant evidence

• Explain how the evidence is 
connected to the argument 
and why it is important
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Let’s Get Started!

• Read the response for 
Trait 1

• Can you find the 
claim?

• Would you give it a 
score of 0, 1, or 2?

• Why?

• Find the evidence that 
the student used?

• Is the evidence strong 
or weak?
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Trait 2

• Provide fully developed ideas

• Use a structure that is logical 
and conveys message and 
purpose of the response

• Maintain formal style 

• Use words to express ideas 
clearly
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Let’s Get Started!

• Access your second 
copy of the Sample 
Response

• Read the response 
again

• Let’s start with Trait 2
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Trait 3

• Use varied sentence structure 
that provides a level of 
fluency in the response

• Demonstrate competency of 
conventions

• Limit errors in mechanics and 
usage by editing as needed
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Let’s Get Started!

• Access your third copy 
of the Sample 
Response

• Read the response 
again

• Let’s start with Trait 3
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Where do we 
go from here?
Take the report and plan!
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The Report is In!
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The Report is In!
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The Report is In!
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Where Are Students Likely to Get Stuck?

• Identifying different types of evidence

•Determining the best supported argument

•Providing a rationale for why the argument was 
best supported

•Bringing in “outside” information through 
evaluation of why evidence connects

•Opting for personal opinion not reasoned 
judgment

38



39

You can always edit a bad page. 
You can’t edit a blank page.

— Jodi Picoult



Resources
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8Gg-yknu9Y



So, how do I find the scoring tool?
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/program/


Check the Resources
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Access GED Webinars and More

44

https://ged.com/educators_admins/program/

https://ged.com/educators_admins/program/
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Thank you!
Communicate with GED Testing Service® 

help@ged.com

Debi Faucette – Debi.Faucette@GED.com

Susan Pittman – skptvs@gmail.com 
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