
Welcome to the GED®

Tuesdays for Teachers Webinar
We’re now on Zoom!

• When you log-in, you will be placed in a Waiting Room until the 
webinar begins.

• The webinar will start at 3:30 p.m. (EDT), 2:30 p.m. (CDT). You 
will not hear the presenters until then.

• Please, check your audio to make sure your sound is working 
properly. If you use your phone to call in, be sure to enter the 
appropriate codes.

• We will be using the Chat box for questions, so feel free to key in 
your questions throughout the presentation.

• As usual, the webinar will be recorded and available for viewing 
within a few days.
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Before We Get Started
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During the webinar, please:

1. Keep your sound and video muted. This will limit 
background noise.

2. Ask questions using the chat function.

3. Keep in mind that the session is being recorded for future 
viewing.



Welcome!

Debi Faucette

Cheryl Klar-Trim, GEDTS

Manager of Test 

Development

Amy Hathorn, GEDTS

Senior Content 

Specialist, RLA

Susan Pittman, 

Education Consultant

Brooke Palmer, GEDTS

Senior Content

Specialist, RLA



Looking at the Big Picture

• Reasoning through Language Arts (RLA) content areas:

• Language – Session 1

• Reading – Session 2

• Writing – Session 3
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Today’s Focus

➢Targets and Indicators

➢Writing prompts

➢Scoring and rubrics

➢Helpful online resources 

➢Strategies to close the gaps

➢Q&A
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Targets and Indicators

• GED® Assessment Guide for Educators
• https://ged.com/wp-

content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_all_subjects.pdf

• RLA begins on page 73; Targets and Indicators begin page 78.
• Emphasis on critical thinking, argumentation, authentic tasks, and 

real-world skills.

• Reasoning through Language Arts (RLA) content areas:
• Reading
• Language
• Writing

• Free Practice Test online
• https://ged.com/practice-test/en/rla/start.html

• https://ged.com/es/study/test_previews/ (Spanish)
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GED® Writing 
Prompts
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GED® Extended Response
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• Students read two short passages and respond to a prompt.

• Prompt directs students to write an essay evaluating which passage 
makes a stronger argument and is better supported.

• Prompt is essentially always the same, with slight wording 
differences as needed.



Writing Prompt
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• Prompt appears on “page 1” tab at top 
left of screen. Passages appear on 
“page 2” tab at top left of screen. 
Students enter their written response 
into a space on right side of screen. 

• There is no “right” or “wrong” answer 
to the question of which writer 
presents the stronger case; 
students are scored on HOW they 
answer that question and address the 
prompt. 

• Students are scored using 3 traits to 
determine the strength of their written 

expression.



GED® Extended Response

Scored on three traits:

• Trait 1: Creation of Arguments and Use of Evidence

• Trait 2: Development of Ideas and Organizational Structure

• Trait 3: Clarity and Command of Standard English Conventions
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Writing Prompt
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Prompt provides outline for 
success across all 3 traits

• Analyze the two texts…(Trait 1)

• Include evidence…(Trait 1)

• Include relevant and specific 
evidence…(Traits 1 & 2)

• Develop your own 
argument…(Trait 2)

• Your response should be 
approximately…(Trait 2)

• Remember to review and edit 
your response…(Traits 1,2,3)



Why Students Struggle

Overall, Extended Response items are NOT underperforming.

• Data shows a strong correlation between test taker performance 
on the RLA assessment as a whole and performance on the ER.

• Students who are getting 0s and 1s on the ER are likely 
struggling with all skills across the RLA assessment.

• It helps to understand how the skills align across all portions of 
the RLA.

• Reading items correlate to Traits 1 and 2.

• Language (Editing) items correlate to Trait 3.

• ER items require strong written performance of all 3 traits.
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Why Students Struggle

Some common reasons for low scores on ER responses: 

• Students do not build an argument.
• Students summarize the texts instead of evaluating the arguments 

made in the texts.

• Students merely copy words from the texts (nonscorable = 0 points).

• Students only analyze or discuss one of the texts rather than both.

• Students provide their own opinion about the topic rather than 
evaluating the arguments made in the texts.

• Students discuss their agreement or disagreement with an author’s 
position rather than discussing the strength or weakness of that 
author’s position.
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Why Students Struggle

Some common reasons for low scores on ER responses:

• Students do not write a full response.
• They do not analyze, and/or
• they do not elaborate, and/or
• they do not reference the evidence in the text.

• Students lack a structure and appropriate tone.
• Their writing has no clear introduction, body, or conclusion.
• No transitions are made between ideas.
• They are not writing for an audience.

• Students’ English conventions are poor. Their writing lacks:
• proper grammar (subject/verb agreement, etc.) and/or
• proper capitalization, and/or
• proper punctuation, and/or
• complete sentences (run-ons or fused sentences used instead), and/or
• improper vocabulary (incorrect word choice, slang, etc.).
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GED® ER 
Scoring Process 
and Rubrics
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ER Scoring Process - Field Test to Assessment
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• Every ER item is Field Tested.
• Every Field-Tested ER item is scored by human scorers using a detailed 

rubric for each of the 3 traits.
• Each ER response is scored by at least 6 human scorers: 2 scorers for 

each trait.
• If the 2 scorers disagree by 1 score point for the trait (0 vs 1), the 

higher score is assigned. 
• If the 2 scorers disagree by non-adjacent scores (0 vs 2), a Scoring 

Lead scores the trait. 
• In this way, it’s possible for 9 scorers to be involved in determining the 

final score for a single ER item.
• After human scoring is complete for Field Test items, experts review the 

data and determine which items are fair for use on the GED assessment.
• After the selected ER items are used on the GED assessment, the items 

are scored by an automated scoring engine.



ER Scoring Engine
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Automated Scoring Engine launched in 2014

WHY?

• To allow a speedy score response to be provided for test takers

• Test takers receive scores within 3 hours

• To enable ER performance to be included in the standard score report

• This was previously unfeasible



ER Scoring Engine Validity 
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• Several hundred scored Field Test responses are used to train 
the automated scoring engine, then several more hundred are used to 
test the engine’s validity.

• When initially launched, responses were scored by both the engine 
and human scorers to ensure validity of the engine.

• Approximately 95% of ER responses are successfully scored via the 
engine. 

• The other 5% represent responses that are so atypical that the engine is 
unable to determine a score, in which case human scorers are used.

*From Field Test to Score Report, the combination of human 
and machine scoring enables GED to provide valid results in 
remarkable time. 



Trait 1 Writing Skills: Arguments and 
Evidence
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Trait 1 Writing Skills: Arguments and 
Evidence
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Trait 2 Writing Skills: Developing Ideas/ 
Organization
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Trait 2 Writing Skills: Developing Ideas/ 
Organization
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Trait 3 Writing Skills: Conventions & Clarity

24



Trait 3 Writing Skills: Conventions & Clarity
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Annotated Sample Response – 0 Points
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Annotated Sample Response – 2 Points
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Annotated Sample Response – 2 Points
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Annotated Sample Response – 1 Point
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Annotated Sample Response – 1 Point
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GED® ER 
Resources
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Extended Response Resources on GED.com

Resources for Instructor/Student “Classroom” Time

• Workbook

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/TfT-What-Students-Need-to-Know-GED-RLA-

Extended-Response-Workbook-1.pdf

• Answer guidelines

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/extended_response_guidelines.pdf

• The workbook provides visual guides to demonstrate the skills that 

struggling writers need to improve in order to be successful.

• The answer guidelines linked to above are included in the workbook.
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Extended Response Resources on GED.com

From the Workbook
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Extended Response Resources on GED.com

Answer Guidelines
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Extended Response Resources on GED.com

Resources for Instructor/Student “Classroom” Time

• Videos: How to write a great GED® extended response

https://ged.com/about_test/test_subjects/language_arts/extended_response/

• This 8-video series discusses the logistical aspects of the ER portion of the 

assessment, in addition to tips for success. 

• Videos 4-5 do a good job showcasing the skills from Traits 1 & 2. Information 

in Video 5 also guides students with tips for both analyzing and producing 

strong arguments. 

• Video 7 encapsulates all 3 traits with an emphasis on Trait 3. Video 8 also 

covers all 3 traits and focuses on HOW the ER is scored. 

• It's helpful to watch all videos; minor overlap emphasizes key tips for 

successfully using the 3 trait skills to address the prompt. 
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Extended Response Resources on GED.com

36



Extended Response Resources on GED.com

Resources for Instructor/Student “Classroom” Time

• Sample texts from GED Ready® practice test

https://ged.com/wp-
content/uploads/extended_response_ged_ready_source_texts.pdf

• Sample prompts for practice

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/extended_response_classroom_practice.pdf

• After reviewing the ER Workbook, Answer Guide, and 8-video series, 

these sample prompts can be used in the classroom for student 

writing practice, which you will be able to score using the scoring 

guides and online scoring tool.  
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Extended Response Resources on GED.com

Resources for Instructor/Student “Scoring” Time

• Annotated responses for each score point

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/extended_response_resource_guide.pdf

• Sample prompt (Taxation and Revenue) with scoring guide and rubric for each 

trait

https://ged.com/wp-

content/uploads/extended_response_resource_guide_taxation_revenue.pdf

• The sample prompt linked to above uses the same paired passage as in the 
Workbook but includes 9 actual responses across all 3 points per trait. See pages 
31-33 for detailed information about the scoring process and scoring engine. 

• Example of a perfect score

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/extended_response_scoring.pdf
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Extended Response Resources on GED.com

Resources for Instructor/Student “Scoring” Time

• T4T: Taking the Angst Out of Scoring the GED® RLA Extended Response

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/professional_development/webinars/

• Review the recording linked to above for a demonstration of how to use the online 

Extended Response Scoring Tool (linked below), along with tips for analyzing and 

developing strong arguments.

• Extended Response Scoring Tool (for educators to score student practice 

responses)

https://app.ged.com/preLogin4?&_ga=2.230614492.1128253405.1647985869-

1541966278.1614616540#/essayScoring

• The resources on slides 32-39 should be used in conjunction for instruction, 

writing practice, and providing students with an informed, rubric-guided ER 

score.

39

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/professional_development/webinars/
https://app.ged.com/preLogin4?&_ga=2.230614492.1128253405.1647985869-1541966278.1614616540#/essayScoring


GED® ER 
Strategies

40



RLA Strategies: Writing

Recognize the Types of Evidence
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Type of Evidence Definition

Factual Truthful statements that cannot be denied. Statements that 
the average person may know, or which can be proven.

Statistics or Data Numerical facts; can be presented in raw numbers, 
percentages, or fractions.

Examples or Anecdotes Real-life situations, events, or experiences that illustrate a 
position; anecdotal stories that help explain an author’s 
claim.

Expert Testimony The observations or conclusion of someone who is 
considered highly knowledgeable because he/she is an 
expert in a particular field of study or occupation; someone 
who has firsthand knowledge and experience.

Logical Reasoning An explanation which draws conclusions that the reader can 
understand; a discussion which helps the reader understand 
or make sense out of facts or examples offered.

Emotional Appeal Use of sympathy, fear, loyalty, etc. to persuade; manipulates 
the reader’s emotions – ethos, pathos, logos.



Analyze and Evaluate the Evidence

Now, I will . . .

• List the evidence that 
supports

• List the evidence that 
opposes

• Evaluate the evidence

• Select the position that is 
better supported
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Make a Decision and Explain Your Reasons
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In deciding which side 
was better supported, I 
asked myself…

• Was it based on 
evidence?

• What evidence was the 
strongest?

• Why was the evidence 
strongest?

Decision (Claim)

When comparing the two positions, 

Representative Walls has the better 

supported position.

Reasons (Analysis/Evaluation)

The press release provides a stronger 

argument because it provides more 

factual and valid evidence instead of 

opinions.



Start Building Your Response

Claim States what is being argued and what points are being made. 
An effective claim is debatable, narrow enough to deal with in 
a writing, and has valid evidence to support it.

Evidence Supports the claim; not personal opinions, but information 
from reliable sources (texts).

Bridge The logical connection between the evidence and the claim -
explains how the pieces of evidence are connected to the 
claim. 

Counterclaim A claim that negates or disagrees with the claim.

Rebuttal Evidence that negates or disagrees with the counterclaim.

Conclusion Closes the essay and once more attempts to convince the 
reader that the claim is the best position on the issue.
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Remember, One Step at a Time
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• Analyze the prompt.

• Closely read and interact with text.

• Analyze/evaluate the evidence.

• Plan/organize the essay.

• Craft a claim.

• Identify and connect evidence.

• Determine counterclaim/rebuttal.

• Craft a conclusion.

• Write the draft - put it all together.

• Revise and edit.

• Submit.



General Strategies
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Tuesdays for Teachers
12:30-2:00 PDT/3:30-5:00 EDT

48

June 28, 2022 Science



Thank you!
Communicate with GED Testing Service® 

help@ged.com

Debi Faucette – Debi.Faucette@ged.com

Susan Pittman – skptvs@gmail.com 
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