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Welcome



Let’s Get Started . . .

Why is this presentation important?
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Test About the GED Social Studies Test

1. The GED Assessment Guide for Educators is strictly for 
teachers and should not be shared with students. 

2. The exam assesses both social studies skills and social 
studies content. 

3. Reading strategies are important for RLA students but only 
minimally useful to students taking the GED Social Studies 
test.

4. The fact that there is not an official list of assessed social 
studies topics makes the test particularly difficult for students.

5. I have not had the opportunity to examine social studies 
sample questions.
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True or False?



Today’s Focus

➢Practices and Indicators (Skills Requirements)

➢Close Reading

➢Topics and Subtopics (Content Knowledge 
Requirements)

➢Sample Questions

➢General Strategies

➢Q&A

5



Indicators and Content Topics

• https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_all_subjects.pdf

(Copy and paste link as needed or search for “Assessment Guide for Educators”)

•Social Studies begins on page 180.

•Social Studies Assessment Targets (aka “Practices” and 
"Indicators") begin on page 183.

•Social Studies Content Topics begin on page 187.

6

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_all_subjects.pdf


Social Studies Skill Requirements
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Practices and Indicators

Practice

Indicator
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Examples of Terminology Used in the 
Social Studies Practices and Indicators

• explicitly stated • implied/implication

• infer/inference • evidence

• main idea • chronological order

• assume/assumption • sequence

• propaganda • bias
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Bias
Bias: a personal and sometimes unreasoned and/or 
unsupported judgment; a prejudice against or in 
favor of one thing, person, group, or idea when 
compared with another.

Which statement reflects a bias about the U.S. 
presidency?

  A   statement with reasonable support
  B   statement with reasonable support
  C   statement without reasonable support *
  D  statement with reasonable support
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Examples of Terminology Used in the 
Social Studies Practices and Indicators

• explicitly stated • implied/implication

• infer/inference • evidence

• main idea • chronological order

• assume/assumption • sequence

• propaganda • bias
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Close Reading Strategies

•read and re-read to determine the details of 
what the text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it

•cite specific textual evidence that supports 
conclusions drawn from the text

•identify the author’s purpose and 
assumptions, and recognize the 
implications of the author’s position
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Close Reading Strategies
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Close Readers

Reread   

Focus on the text

Ask questions

Pay attention to language

Uncover deeper meaning

Pay attention to context



SSP.5.c Analyze how a historical 
context shapes an author’s 
point of view.

Based on the excerpt, which factor was the most important influence on Jefferson’s point of view?

[USH.e European settlement and population of the Americas]

[USH.b.3 George Washington]

[USH.b.5 Articles of Confederation]

[USH.b.4 Thomas Jefferson, and CG.b.1 natural rights philosophy]
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Content Knowledge Requirements

Test questions assume students have a basic 
understanding of the content in the Social Studies 
Topics document.
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Content Topics and Subtopics

Topics and subtopics are subjects drawn from 
Civics/Government, U.S. History, Economics, and Geography. 
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Theme I Theme II

Dynamic Responses in 
Societal Systems

Focusing Themes

Development of Modern 
Liberties and Democracy
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The scope of the content covered by topics and 
subtopics is limited by two Focusing Themes:



Focusing Themes
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GED Sample Questions:

Focus on Seven Social Studies Indicators

▪SSP.1.a Determine what is explicitly stated and make 

inferences or claims

▪SSP.1.b Identify evidence to support inferences

▪SSP.3.a Sequence events and steps in a process

▪SSP.3.d Compare differing ideas

▪SSP.6.a Integrate sources

▪SSP.6.b Analyze visual sources

▪SSP.8.a Recognize discrepancies between sources
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SSP.1.a Determine what is 
explicitly stated and make 
inferences or claims

Determine the details of what is explicitly 
stated in primary and secondary sources 
and make logical inferences or valid 
claims based on evidence.

Close Reading Requirements:

•Note precise details 

•Make logical inferences or valid claims
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Ellipses and Glossing
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An ellipsis (“. . .”) shows where text appearing in the original 
source was removed. 
Glossing is inserting a bracketed word or phrase in place of a 
rarely used or difficult word or phrase. 
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SSP.1.a Example #1
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SSP.1.b Identify evidence to support 
inferences

Cite or identify specific evidence 
to support inferences or analyses 
of primary and secondary 
sources, attending to the precise 
details of explanations or 
descriptions of a process, event or 
concept.

Close Reading Requirements:

•Identify evidence that supports 
an inference or claim

•Notice details
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SSP.1.b Example #1
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SSP.1.b Example #2
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SSP.1.b Example #3
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Identify the chronological structure of a historical narrative 
and the sequence steps in a process.

Close Reading Requirements:

•Identify a chronological structure

•Sequence steps in a process

SSP.3.a Sequence Events and 
Steps in a Process 
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SSP.3.a Example #1
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SSP.3.a Example #2
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SSP.3.d Compare Differing Ideas

Compare differing sets of ideas related to political, 
historical, economic, geographic, or societal 
contexts; evaluate the assumptions and implications 
inherent in differing positions. 

Close Reading Requirements:

•Make comparisons

•Identify assumptions and implications
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SSP.3.d Example #1
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SSP.3.d Example #2

A

B

C

D
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SSP.3.d Example #3
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SSP.6.a Integrate Sources

Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., 
charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in 
print or digital text.

Close Reading Requirement:

•Integrate information from various sources

34



SS.6.a Example #1
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SSP.6.b Analyze Visual Sources

Analyze information presented in a variety of maps, graphic 
organizers, tables, and charts; and in a variety of visual sources 
such as artifacts, photographs, and political cartoons. 

Close Reading Requirements:

•Discern visual details

•Analyze information in visual sources

•Make comparisons and inferences based on visual  sources
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directly
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SSP.8.a Discrepancies Between 
Sources

Compare treatments of the same social 
studies topic in various primary and 
secondary sources, noting discrepancies 
between and among the sources.

Close Reading Requirements:

•Compare sources

•Contrast sources
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SSP.8.a Example #1
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SSP.8.a Example #3
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Test About the GED Social Studies Test

1. The GED Assessment Guide for Educators is strictly for 
teachers and should not be shared with students. 

2. The exam assesses both social studies skills and social studies 
content. 

3. Reading strategies are important for RLA students but only 
minimally useful to students taking the GED social studies test. 

4. The fact that there is not an official list of assessed social 
studies topics makes the test particularly difficult for students.

5. I have not had the opportunity to examine social studies 
example questions.
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True or False?



General Strategies

•Share the GED® indicators and content topics with your 
students. The content topics can be used as a 
teaching/study guide.

•Encourage students to study key definitions and terms.

•Review key foundational concepts/content. 

•Remind students to carefully read every part of a test 
question, including the intro, the stimulus, the question, 
and the options.

•Encourage students to read more and to practice close 
reading. Strong reading skills will benefit students in all 
four subject area tests.
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Session Survey

Your feedback is 
important. Please scan the QR 
code below to rate this session.



Thank you!

Communicate with GED Testing 
Service®

help@ged.com

Patrick Duran 
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