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In this session, we 
will…

• Discuss “why this session?”

• Examine the history of the GED® Test  

related to scoring and what can be 

determined from the scores

• Take a closer look at the 2014 performance 

levels
• Discuss the External Evaluation of the 2014 

GED® Test

• Review alignment and concordance studies 

related to the 2014 GED® Program

• Provide resources to support placement 

decisions for HSE, CCR and CCR+credit

consideration



A Bit of GED® History
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New 2002 Series of the GED test introduced, allowing calculator 



2002 Series

• Five tests

• Math, SS, Science, 

Language Arts, Writing

• Scoring

• Earn a total of 2250 pts for 

a 5-test average of 450

• Minimum of 410 pts per 

test

• Essay had to receive a 

score of “2” to pass

Recent History of the GED® Test

1988 Series

• Five tests

• Math, SS, Science, 

Language Arts, Writing

• Scoring

• Earn a total 225 pts for a 

5-test average of 45

• Minimum of 40 points per 

test

• Essay had to receive a 

score of “2” to pass
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2014 Series

• Four Tests

• Math, SS, Science, RLA-
Reading and Writing

• Scoring

• RLA-Reading and Writing is 
ONE score

• Range is100-200 pts per 
content area

• 145 or higher is passing at 
HSE level

• 3 performance levels



You can, for all test series:

• Review the transcript to determine the 
student’s placement among the high school 
seniors who participated in the norming of 
the test for all test series

• Consider other factors such as length of 
time from school

• If CASAS/TABE data is available, it may 
provide additional insights

When looking at test scores from any series

You cannot:

• Compare high school grades to GED 
Test score to draw any comparison or 
alignment
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When looking at scores from the 2014 series you 
can…

• Determine the student’s performance level for each content area
• Not passing, 100-144

• High School Equivalency, 145-164
• College and Career Ready, 165-174
• College and Career Ready Plus Credit, 175-200

• Review multiple resources to explain skills evidenced in 
performance level

• Performance Level Descriptors
• Assessment Guide for Educators

• Have confidence that the skills match the performance level
• External Evaluation

• Concordance and alignment studies
• GEDTS Longitudinal Research of GED Graduates
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2002 Series GED® Test Scores
Some additional subtitle text
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College Admissions 
Considerations-2002
• The percentile ranks on the Official 

Transcript of GED Test Results are 
those for graduating high school 
seniors, not for adult candidates

• Students who passed the GED Test 
surpassed 40% of the graduating 
seniors

• GED Standard Score can be used to 
estimate U.S. national class rank. i.e., 
50% percentile as the cut for admission 
would compare to the GED Standard 
Score of 500

• An average standard score of 610 
would be comparable to the top 10% of 
graduating seniors, possibly making 
them eligible for merit scholarships
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2014 Series GED® Test Scores
Some additional subtitle text
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Interpreting GED® Test 
Scores
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Confidence to Offer the Recommendations

Background

• Research and External Evaluation

• Concordance and Alignment Studies

• CASAS Alignment Studies

Resources to Define a Student’s Test Performance

• Assessment Guide for Educators

• Performance Level Descriptors
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GED® Score Levels Explained



Adoption of College Ready Recommendations - GED®
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/program/college_readiness/adoption/


Adoption of College Ready Recommendations - GED®
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/program/college_readiness/adoption/


GED® Test Outcomes Research Update

• Evidence that GED® Graduates are 
better prepared for success in college 
than ever before 
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Important Partnership for Data:
CASAS and GED Testing Service

• Important partnership to benefit students and those who support them 
through preparation and testing

• CASAS conducted cooperative studies with HSE providers

• An adult learner’s performance on CASAS reading and math 
assessments predicts readiness to pass the GED® test

• Results appear on the Individual Skills Profile as the “Likelihood of 
passing…”

• Provides checks and balances to assure an accurate accounting of 
students served and their progress

• Affects funding and program stability
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GED Ready®- Assessing Readiness

Likelihood of Passing the GED® Test based on CASAS Math 
or Ready GOALS Scores

CASAS – Diagnostic
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NRS levels based on CASAS 
Reading or Math Goals

Likelihood of Passing GED

6

High –
Ready to Pass

5

Medium – May Pass, more 
study may be needed

4 or below

Low –
More Study Needed

Three Score Level Indicators 

Likely to Pass 145-200

Too Close to Call 134-144

Not Likely to Pass 100-133



What about TABE Scores?

Inability to do the same type of 
research 

Non-disclosure agreement 
related to frameworks of the 
tests

Competitors unable to share 
same level of information
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Correlation Between Various Placement Instruments For Reading 
Language/Writing Mathematics Elementary Algebra

GED Test Annotations:  This document has 

annotations indicating correspondence between 

the GED Test Scaled Scores of 150 and 165 with 

the scores on SAT and ACT in the English 

language arts and mathematics content areas.  
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While the GED Testing Service did not do a 
direct analysis between ACCUPLACER and the 
GED Test, we did collect SAT and ACT data 
during the time of our Standardization and 
Norming Study for the 2014 test in the fall of 
2013. 



ACT

GED® College Ready (165)

• ACT Math – 28

• ACT Reading – 29 

GED® CR+Credit (175)

• ACT Math – 30

• ACT Reading – 31

GED® score crosswalk to SAT and ACT

SAT

GED® College Ready (165)

• SAT Math – 620

• SAT Reading – 633 

GED® CR+Credit (175)

• SAT Math – 657

• SAT Reading – 671 
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Understanding the 
Skills on the GED®

test

• Assessment Guide for Educators

• Performance Level Descriptors

• Teaching Resources
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Targets              Indicators           Application
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Assessment Targets describe the general concepts that are 

assessed on the GED® test 

Indicators are fine-grained 

descriptions of individual 

skills contained within an 

assessment target

Application describes what 

to look for in student work



Science Example
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Assessment 
Target

Indicators What to look for in student work: 
The student has . . . 

SP.2 Investigation 
Design 
(Experimental 
and 
Observational)

SP.2.b Identify and refine 

hypotheses for scientific 

investigations

SP.2.e Identify and 

interpret independent 

and dependent variables 

in scientific investigations.

• identified a hypothesis for a given scientific investigation.

• differentiated between an appropriate hypothesis and a 

poorly conceived hypothesis.

• used a hypothesis to support or challenge a given conclusion.

• identified a hypothesis for a given data set.

• refined a hypothesis to more appropriately suit a scientific 

experiment.

• identified the independent variable in a given investigation.

• identified the dependent variable in a given investigation.

• fully explained the relationship between the independent and 

dependent variables in a given experiment.



The Assessment Guide for Educators
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Covers all content areas
• Item types
• Assessment targets
• Guidelines for how items 

are scored
• More . . . 

https://ged.com/educators_admins/t
eaching/teaching_resources/

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/


Performance Level Descriptors
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• Four Performance Levels 

• Below Passing

• HSE

• GED® College Ready

• GED ® College Ready + Credit

• What skills are demonstrated at 
each level

• What skills need development to 
advance to the next level

https://ged.com/educators_admins/

teaching/teaching_resources/plds/

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/plds/


GED® Passing Performance Levels
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Score Ranges for Passing the GED® Test

145-164 165 – 174 175-200

PLDs level 2 –
High School

Equivalency Skills

PLDs level 3  –
College Ready Skills

PLDs level 4 –
College Ready + Credit 

Skills



Science PLD for Level 2:  145-164     HSE
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• PLD’s tell you what skills your students should know and be able to do



PLDs across Content Area tests
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Teaching Resources
Teaching Resources - GED
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/teaching_resources/


Professional Development
Some additional subtitle text
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Tell Us How We Can Support You
• State, regional, and district conferences

• Content & Operational Specific Sessions for District or 
School

• Research and observations from Math, RLA, Science & Social Studies

• Navigating the tools and resources: GED Manager, Analytics, 
Accommodations  

• Small Group Q&A Sessions

• And there is always:   
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GED Manager
Some additional subtitle text
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GED Manager®
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Test Administrators

Jurisdictional Access

Educators
(GEDPrep Connect)

Student Authorized 
View

Corrections



You are a Student’s Strongest Advocate

• Transcript

• Performance Level Descriptors

• Educate the Decision Makers

• Documentation provides more information than some other credentials

40



Session Survey

Your feedback is important. Please 
scan the QR code below to rate this 
session.
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Thank You!
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Communicate with GED Testing Service:

help@ged.com

Debi Faucette

debi.faucette@ged.com

202.302.6658

mailto:help@ged.com
mailto:debi.faucette@ged.com

