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Brian Smith 
Chris Blaisdell

2020

Improving GED Pass Rates: 
New Products, Tools and 

Resources to Help Students 
Succeed

Agenda

• New Resources of Online Proctored GED test

• Free prof essional development and free resources

• GED Manager f or adult educators

• New Products
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New Tools and Resources
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Resources – Professional Development & 
Tuesdays for Teachers Recordings
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/professional_develop

ment/

Educator & Administrator 
COVID-19 Resources Page
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http://test-ged-wp.pantheonsite.io /educators_admins /covid-19-educator-support/

Resources – Online Proctored GED Test 
Pilot

6

• Remember to visit the website for:
• Webinar recordings and slides
• Full system check link

• List of states by pilot phase

• O.P. pilot policy differences highlights

https://ged.com/educators_admins/test_admin/



7/6/2020

3

Virtual Calculator Link –
Same Calculator Built into GED Ready & Tutorial 

https://ged.com/calculator_tutorial
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Screenshot of the Scratch Pad Feature – O.P. 
tests only

OnVUE Onscreen Whiteboard – About Page
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ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES & 

INFORMATION
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GED.com
click on “Educators & Admins”
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12
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Educator resources galore!
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Free Classroom 
Materials
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Free Classroom Materials
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Practice Test and Study Guides

16

GED® Student Study Guide

•Available for all 4 subjects (no cost) via each 
student’s ged.com account 

• Includes sample questions

•Another resource for adult educators to use in their 
preparation w ith students, under Educators & 
Admins tab on ged.com

•Good tool for new  teachers to get them familiar w ith 
the content they need to teach 

17

Each study guide covers topics, time for the 
test, format and example questions –

18
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Study Guides

19

20

Study Guides from the Student Portal

Click on one of the 

subjects

21

Students are taken 
to an interactive 
study guide on that 

subject. They return 
to their “Home” page 
to access the other 

subjects. 
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Where to find the videos

• Av ailable on GED.com in each student’s account under the 
“Study ” tab 

• Av ailable f or educators here: 
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/classroom_mate
rials/

• Av ailable at: www.newreaderspress.com/writing-f or-the-ged-
test

• Or contact New Readers Press f or DVDs that can be sent to 
y our f acility :

• tlipke@proliteracy .org

• Videos are FREE
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Tuesdays for Teachers Webinar Series
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Free 
Professional 
Development

- Over 30 professional development webinars archived 
on GED.com

- Each session comes with recording, webinar slides, 
workbook and certificate of completion
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In Session Educator Newsletter
Stay up-to-date by subscribing
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At the bottom of each of the pages is an opportunity to sign up for the 
In Session Educator Newsletter – please take the opportunity to sign up 

and stay informed on the latest news, resources, pricing specials, etc. 

Educator Handbook

• Get an overview of GED® test content and 
recommended teaching strategies.

• In other words: 

Start here!

27
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New Educator Handbook! 

28

Download at GED.com/educator_handbook

New Educator 
Checklist! 

• Our ”New Educator Checklist” is 
located right inside the new 
Educator Handbook

• This is designed to help new 
teachers focus on the most 
important resources to get them 
up to speed on being a GED 
instructor
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Customizable Printable Flyer –
As requested in Chicago

• For use wherev er print flyers are needed (e.g. parole offices, 
one stops, community colleges, libraries, community centers, 
etc.)

• Accessible to all educators, programs on the website

• Contains zip f ile that includes:
• Customizable flyers for program name, contact information and/or 

URLs/social media accounts

• Four different front-side options
• Printing instructions

30
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How/Where to Access Print Flyers

31

Download Here

Eng. & Esp.

Versions

32

ESP.

33
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GED Manager 
for Adult 
Educators
Looking up students 
Managing enrollment 
Running testing activity reports

Adult Educator’s home page

35

GED Manager Home Page
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Manage Student Options

37

Manage Student ➔Manage GEDPrep
Connect Enrollment

38

- Adult Educators can sort by one student or groups of students and export the 
results – sorting by date, enrollment status or credential status
- Educators can edit the status of a student from ‘Interested’ to ‘Contacted,’ 

‘Dismissed', ‘Enrolled’, or 'Credentialed' and write notes about the students

Important to know who is an enrolled 
student vs. an interested student

39

Educators will also see students’ 
information who are interested in a 
program but not currently enrolled

It is up to the adult education 

program to reach out to those 
students to get them to enroll

It makes running reports of your 
current students much easier
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Tips for outreach to interested students

• Make sure y ou update the status of the students in your 
program

• Successful programs have teachers assigned to monitor 
GEDPrep Connect enrollment and reach out to Interested 
students

• Do not be af raid to call or email students – they shared their 
contact information for a reason! 

• Consider using Remind.com to streamline outreach

41

Example of text message outreach via 
Remind.com

42
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Student Credentialed

Update status 
f rom Enrolled 
to Credentialed

43

Reporting

44

Student Test 
Activity Report

- This allows educators to run reports based on 
testing activity i.e. GED Ready Reds, GED Ready 
Greens, GED Passed, GED Below Passing, etc.

- You can also sort by test subject or OnVUE

Online Proctored Tests - OnVUE

You can f ilter by OnVUE to see all the students taking online 
proctored tests within your program.

45
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Student Test Activity Report
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You can easily …
- Sort by any category
- Print Score Reports
- Export the data into Excel

Manage Student ➔ Student Search

48

• You can look up one student at a time if you need to find specific information
• When you click on the student’s name, you find out additional details about his/her 

activity, including test scores and demographic information
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Student scores and score reports

49

Links to the detailed score report

Requesting Access to GED Manager

• Each state makes their ow n policy decision on 
w ho is eligible for access to GED Manager

• Contact your State Relationship Manager for 
access or email Brian at Brian.Smith@GED.com
and I w ill connect you w ith your SRM

50

51

Score Report 
Changes
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Continuous Innovation & Improvements
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Key Findings on Score Report

• Hard to nav igate through the list to find their study material.

• Not clear which study materials are books or digital.

• Skills listed in the personal study plan don’t make sense to the 
user when a study  tool is not connected.

• Students didn’t realize that the skills listed were specific to 
them based on their test performance.

• Want to be able to study in an organized approach per 
page/unit number.

• Student’s wanted feedback on ER response.

• Inf ormation overload. Too much information to navigate 
through and comprehend all at once.
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Redesign Approach

54

Primary Goal: To ensure students can easily link their study tool and understand 
how to use their personalized study plan

1. Brainstormed solutions
2. Developed prototypes

3. Interviewed students for feedback
4. Develop new features
5. Interviewed educators for feedback

6. A/B test new features to gauge impact
7. Implement features that work well
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New Score Graphic

Likely  to Pass, Too Close to Call, Not Likely to Pass
55

Select Study Material Pop-Up

56

Previous Version: Drop Down of Study Materials Alpha by 
Publisher

New Version: Pop Up Window of Study Materials

Select Study Materials

Student can use the 
Search f ield to find 
their study material 
by  name or 
publisher.

Online study  
materials are shown 
inside a computer 
screen.

Books are shown by  
a graphic of  their 
cov er.

57
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Single Page RLA Score Report
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Previous Version: Written Response on Separate Tab

New Version: Single Page RLA Score Report

Added ER Resources

• Student's Written 
Response Shows 
in main section.

• Resources 
include: Answer 
Guidelines 
& Example of  a 
Perf ect Score

• Video Lessons

• Share with AE

• Print copy  of 
Score Report

• Find GED Classes

59

Coming Soon...

Book has been linked - study plan has been created as 
a Skills to Improve Checklist and can be printed.

60
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Other Upcoming Features

• Ref ormat printed version of the score report

• Guided wizard to walk students through linking and 
selecting a study material

• Assessment tool to help self-study students assess 
areas to improve on their written response

61

62

Practice and Feedback!

63

• 93% of  students indicated they are interested in more 

practice test items and feedback

• #1 on the list of  most-wanted resources

• Accessible anywhere from a mobile phone, tablet or 

computer

• Av ailable for adult education programs – GED Flash 

for Organizations

• Av ailable to students studying on their own (monthly 

access fee)
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Practice and Feedback!

64

• Adult education programs purchase via Aztec Software 

• Adult education programs who use this product will 

hav e access to administrative reports showing student 

perf ormance data, time on task, strengths & 

weaknesses

• More than 6,000 practice test questions across the 4 

subject areas 

• Instant feedback with answer explanation 

• http://www.aztecsof tware.com/gedf lash/

GED Flash for Organizations: An Interactive 
Tool to Help Students Pass

65

Developed in partnership between GED Testing Service and Aztec Software

This tool helps students prepare for each subject while building confidence step 
by step.

Mastering GED Test Concepts

66

1,000’s of practice 

questions across 

the four GED test 

subjects
Instant 

feedback with 

step-by-step 

explanations 

provide 

additional 

teaching 

opportunity 

and 

reinforcement

Questions are 

aligned to and 

cover the exact 

skills  from the test

GED Flash provides ongoing practice and detailed explanations to help 
students master the exact concepts on the GED test.
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Data Shows: Improved Test Scores

67

Over half of regular GED Flash users moved up an entire score level on the 
GED Ready® practice test. Some moved up two score levels.

Data Shows: Higher Likelihood of Passing

GED Flash Group # of Students Mean GED® Math Test 
Score

Low Users (28 questions or less) 1,483 144.676

High Users (99+ questions) 1,491 148.531

68

Students who practiced frequently with GED Flash scored on average four 
points higher on their GED test vs. those who rarely used it.

Data Shows: More Practice Means More 
Correct Answers

69

GED Flash Group Mean Percent Correct

99+ questions answered 51.7%

340+ questions answered 90.0%

The more students practiced, the more questions they got correct. Students who 
took over 340 GED Flash math questions achieved on average 90% correct.

More correct answers also means higher confidence: 79% of GED Flash users 
agreed that they felt more confident about taking the GED test after using GED 

Flash.
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Detailed Reporting and Insights

70

Gain valuable 

insights on 

students ’ s trengths 

and areas for 

improvement

Track student 

usage progress 

and time-on-task

A robust dashboard provides valuable insights about each student’s 
performance and areas for improvement.

Ready to help your students and save 
money? 

• The licensing model is “concurrent” users
• You only purchase the maximum # of licenses you will need at any 

one time

• Ex. You have 100 students, but you anticipate that a max of 10 
would be on at the same time. You can purchase just 10 licenses. 

71

On-demand v ideo learning
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GED Programs Have Expressed a Need 

For:

● Engaging distance learning tools

● High quality  content to supplement existing instruction

● Ability  to track student time on task

74

Correctional Programs Have Additional 

Needs:

● Content that can be serv ed of f line

● Instruction f or students in restricted areas

● Teacher support giv en widely  v ary ing lev els of  students

75

To address these needs, we’v e launched an instructional 

v ideo program designed by  Kaplan experts to enhance 

student perf ormance on key  GED measured skills.
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Extensive Content Targeted Lessons

Top-Rated Instructors Easy to Digest

Hours of video instruction covering 
all four GED test subjects.

Pre-recorded videos featuring 
experts at Kaplan.

Concepts align directly with the skills 
being evaluated on the GED test.

Short, bite-sized lessons make sure 
students do not feel overwhelmed.

77

Learn. Practice. 

Pass.

GED Play  can be 

purchased on its own or 

alongside GED Flash f or 

Organizations so students 

can practice concepts as 

they  learn them.

Currently , there is a 

promotion f or 10% of f

Contact Brian Smith at 

brian.smith@ged.com to 

learn more.
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Paxen Focus in Spanish
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GED Testing Service partnered with Paxen Publishing to promote Paxen Focus 
Spanish digital courseware, which is based on content from Steck-Vaughn books

Teachers wanted more GED® prep materials 
for their Spanish-speaking students

80

Online courses with audio, video and interactive 
content developed specifically for adult learners

100% 

Aligned to 
the GED® 

Test

Real-time monitoring of students’ performance, 
skills mastery and time on task

81
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Paxen Focus Spanish courseware eliminates the language barrier and allows our 
students to focus on the content.

- Principal, Post Correctional Facility

The lessons are engaging and students can easily follow the content from one 
topic or sk ill to the next. Built in tests and quizzes give instructors the ability  to 
gauge students’ progress so that when necessary, they can fill learning gaps that 
are evident.  

- Instructional Specialist, Palm Beach County

To learn more about Paxen Focus in Spanish:

• Email customerservice@paxenpublishing.com and be sure to 
include the state where your program is located

83

To learn more about these products or 
see a demo, visit our partners at their 
virtual booths in Exhibit Hall A

84
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Brian Smith
Regional Manager, State Relationships

202-309-2906

Brian.Smith@GED.com

Chris Blaisdell

Portfolio Manager

Chris.Blaisdell@GED.com

Thank you!


