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• Identify where students are 
academically

• Identify where students need to be

• Explore key skills that allow students to 
begin the transition

• Explore activities that can be used with 
students

• Explore materials that can be used in 
the classroom or via remote learning
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Session Objectives



So…How Can You Move Students from ABE 
to GED?
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You Have to Know 
Where They Are!



Reading
Rate, Comprehension, Inference
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Knowing Where They Are
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Reading
Where ABE Students Are Where We Go Next Where We Want Them to 

Be
Students can

• Read simple descriptions 

and narratives

o Familiar subjects

o With new vocabulary 

that can be 

determined by 

context

• Make minimal inferences 

• Compare and contract 

information, but not 

consistently

Students can

• Comprehend a variety of 

materials on common 

topics

• Identify the main idea in 

reading selections

• Use context issues to 

determine meaning

Students can

• Comprehend, explain, 

and analyze information 

from primary source 

materials

• Use context cues and 

higher order thinking to 

interpret meaning



Check Your Reading Speed
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http://www.freereadingtest.com/



Reading Rate and Fluency

Reading fluency – the speed and ease with which one 
reads connected text aloud with accuracy, speed, and 
appropriate phrasing

Reading rate – how quickly you read silently with 
understanding

https://www.readingskills4today.com/

https://www.readingskills4today.com/
https://www.readingskills4today.com/gettingajobreference


Improving Comprehension – Signal Words
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Continuation Change of 

Direction

Sequence

Time Illustration Emphasis

Cause, 

Condition, 

Result

Spatial Compare/

Contrast

Conclusion Fuzz Nonword 

Emphasis



Move from Simple to Complex

Inference = Finding the Clues
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From Simple to                                                          Complex

Pictures/ 
Advertisements

Comics Sentences Short 
paragraphs

Longer, more 
intricate 
passages –
fiction/
mysteries

Longer, more 
intricate 
passages -
nonfiction



Transition Slowly to Longer Passages

It is so dark in here I am so glad that the guide has a strong 
flashlight. I hear something flying around above me. Could that be 
bats? What if they fly down and land on my head? This is a little 
scary. There are these long things hanging from above me. The 
guide says, “those are stalactites.” I wonder how they were made. 
Somewhere water is dripping. 

Where am I?

Adapted from Scholastic 

Success with Reading Comprehension
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Transition Slowly to Longer Passages

Alice was carrying a large clothes basket from the bedroom down 
the stairs to the laundry room. The basket was heavy, and she 
struggled with its weight. She wished her grandsons were here to 
help her. However, they were playing outside. It was her fault. 
She had told them to go outside, when she heard them throwing 
a ball in the house earlier. They had gone outside as she asked, 
but they had left the ball on the stairs.

What happened next?

Adapted from What Happens Next? K-12reader.com
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Transition Slowly to Longer Passages
Earthquakes are usually caused when rock underground suddenly breaks 
along a fault. This sudden release of energy causes the seismic waves that 
make the ground shake. When two blocks of rock or two plates are rubbing 
against each other, they stick a little. They don't just slide smoothly; the rocks 
catch on each other. The rocks are still pushing against each other, but not 
moving. After a while, the rocks break because of all the pressure that's built 
up. When the rocks break, the earthquake occurs, often causing massive 
damage. 

Earthquakes can cause damage that leads to destruction and death, such as 
structure collapse, fires, and tsunamis. Earthquakes prey on poor 
construction and unsafe structure. One of the worst things about earthquakes 
is that unlike hurricanes, there is no early warning system.

What can you infer from the passage?

1. If structures were built stronger and safer there would be less destruction 
due to earthquakes.

2. Earthquakes most often occur because of external sources, such as 
explosions or nuclear test.

3. The violent shaking of the ground leads to a huge loss of life.

4. The real problem with earthquakes is the collapse of buildings.
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Writing
Plan, Organize, Write
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Knowing Where They Are
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Writing
Where ABE Students Are Where We Go Next Where We Want Them to 

Be

Students can

• Write simple narrative 

descriptions

• Write short essays on 

familiar topics

• Use basic punctuation, 

but make grammatical 

errors with complex 

structures

Students can

• Identify spelling, 

punctuation, and 

grammar errors

• Compose multi-

paragraph essays

• Organize writing with few 

mechanical errors

• Write complex sentence 

structures

• Write personal notes and 

letter that accurately 

reflect thoughts

Student can

• Write cohesively with 

clearly expressed ideas

• Support ideas with 

relevant detail

• Use varied and complex 

sentence structures 

with few errors



Everyone Likes a Little Variety in…
Sentences

Sentence Structure: the way you combine phrases and clauses 
to create a sentence.

• Sentences consist of clauses and phrases

• Mixing and matching clauses and phrases creates variety.

Help students move beyond simple sentences to
• Compound (Remember – FANBOYS)

• Complex (Independent and dependent)

• Compound-complex (Multiple independent and at one dependent 
clause)
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YouTube Works!
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https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/sentencestructure

https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/sentencestructure


One Step at a Time

• Pre-test your students to know 
where they are

• Know the common errors

• including a coordinating conjunction 
without a comma in a compound 
sentence

• using a subordinating conjunction as 
a transition (ex: Because, I like it.)

• inserting a semi-colon without a 
complete sentence on both sides

• lacking a comma after an introductory 
clause

• Scaffold instruction

• Introduce new sentence structure 
through mini-lessons

• Take your time!
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Mary prefers coffee.
Mary prefers coffee; I 
prefer tea.
Mary prefers coffee, 
although she will drink 
tea.
Mary prefers coffee as 
her go-to drink early in 
the morning, but she will 
drink tea if coffee is not 
available. 



Quill.org
Premium is free through the end of this school year
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• Primarily grammar and writing

• Diagnostics available for all 
levels, with language-specific 
diagnostics available for ELLs

• The free premium version 
integrates with Google 
Classroom

• It does NOT track time, so 
teacher verification used for 
tracking DL

http://quill.org/


Quizlet Teacher for FREE until June 
30, 2020

• Beyond the free version!

• Offers formative assessment 
tool

• Advanced content creation

• Audio (recordable by you!)

• Diagrams

• Uploading images

• Student Progress

• Mastery of slide decks

• Time?

• Games for learning (not too 
childish)

https://quizlet.com/blog/free-quizlet-teacher-to-support-remote-learning


Teach Students the Basics of Evidence-Based Writing

• Take a Position

• Give the Reasons

• Provide Supporting 
Evidence
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Position Reasons Evidence



Where do you begin?

1. Start with a question

2. Take a position

3. State reasons

4. Provide evidence
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Questions and Statements

1. Do cell phones control our relationships?
2. Is technology changing the way humans 

think?
3. Texting and cell phones have caused 

young people to be less able to 
concentrate and focus (or you can do 
the reverse—have caused them to be 
able to handle multi-tasking more 
effectively and efficiently). 

4. Should textbooks be replaced by I-Pads 
and online resources. 

5. Should the minimum wage be raised or 
lowered? 

Position-Reasons-Evidence



Read and Write

• Assign the appropriate 
levels of the article to 
students (based on their 
ability)

• Have students read article 
and find the claim

• Identify evidence to support 
the claim

• Write a brief response 
indicating how the evidence 
supported the claim

• Share with class
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Always Have a Process!
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Mathematics
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Knowing Where They Are
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Mathematics
Where ABE Students Are Where We Go Next Where We Want 

Them to Be

Students can

• Perform all four basic 

math operation (whole 

number and fractions)

• Determine correct math 

operations for math word 

problems

• Convert fractions to 

decimals; decimals to 

fraction

• Performance basic 

operations on fractions

Students can

• Performance all basic 

math functions with 

whole numbers, 

decimals, and fractions

• Interpret simple 

algebraic equations,

• Interpret and develop 

tables and graphs

• Use math in business 

transactions

Student can

• Make mathematical 

estimates of time and 

space

• Apply principles of 

geometry to measure 

angles, lines, and 

surfaces

• Understand and use 

algebraic functions



Misconceptions about Order of Operations
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Misconception 1 - All multiplication should happen 
before division.

Misconception 2 – All addition comes before 
subtraction.

GROUPINGS ( ) { } [ ]

EXPONENTS N2

MULTIPLY/DIVIDE  ÷/×
(LEFT TO RIGHT)

SUBTRACT/ADD +/− 

(LEFT TO RIGHT)



C-R-A – Essential for Understanding
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27

4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36

10

20

30

40

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60

7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70

8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80

9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

00

The fraction 4/8 can be reduced on the multiplication table as 1/2.

21
28

45

72

Simplify Fractions
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24

3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36

4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 72

7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70 77 84

8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96

9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90 99 108

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120

11 22 33 44 55 66 77 88 99 110 121 132

12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 108 120 132 144

Squares & 

Square Roots
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AAAKnow (Free Resource)

https://www.aaaknow.com/toc.php?menu=Eighth%20Grade
http://aaaknow.com/


Geometry in Real-Life
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Essential Skill - Understanding Properties of 
Geometric Figures

• Can identify some 
properties of shapes

• Use appropriate vocabulary

• Cannot explain relationship 
between shape and 
properties (e.g., why is 
second shape not a 
rectangle?)



Math Antics

• Free math 
instructional videos

• $20/year subscription 
gets teachers access 
to exercises and 
worksheets

• Resource comes 
highly recommended 
from several of our 
providers

https://mathantics.com/

https://mathantics.com/
https://mathantics.com/


Algebraic Misconceptions

1)  a + a + a + a = a4

2)  3a x 2b = 5ab

3)  c x c = 2c

4) 5y - y = 5

5) 3(2k + 3) = 6k + 6



Make Functions Real
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Light & Salt Learning (YouTube Channel)

GED(R) Dedicated 
Learning Site with 
Playlists

URL can be found here

Contains hundreds of 
useful videos

Although the site is 
primarily math content, it 
also contains science and 
RLA videos

This site was developed by Kate Redmon, an 
adult education teacher in Arizona. She 
continues to provide excellent resources 
through the site.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKcmzCt
3l2pcEa58_YY3sPg/playlists

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKcmzCt3l2pcEa58_YY3sPg/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKcmzCt3l2pcEa58_YY3sPg/playlists


GED Math Crash Course

This site contains videos, 
notes, and practice problems 
for GED(R) prep students

Website can be found here

Resources can be 
incorporated into a Google 
Classroom

https://sites.google.com/view/ged
mathcrashcourse/algebra?authuser
=0

https://sites.google.com/view/gedmathcrashcourse/algebra?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/gedmathcrashcourse/algebra?authuser=0
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GED Ready®

Assessing Readiness
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GED® Ready 
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Realistic practice

opportunity

Computer based and same platform 

as GED® test

Standardized and 

normed

Same norming and standardization 

study as official test

Predictive Tells students if they are likely to pass

Half-length 4.25 hours in length



Questions
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Thank you!

Susan Pittman – skptvs@aol.com

Debi Faucette – Debi.Faucette@ged.com 
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