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On the Webinar Today . . . 
• Ann Evers, Test Development Manager

• CT Turner, Senior Director, State Accounts and 
Government Relations

• Ben Jouchounchom, GED International Director
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Session Objectives
-- For all conference attendees --

• Introduce the Train-the-Trainer 
professional development sessions

• Identify next steps prior to the conference
-- For first-time conference attendees --

• Review the “big ideas” of the new GED®

test
• Overview of Webb’s Depth of Knowledge 
• Explore the “Performance Level 

Descriptors” (“PLDs”)
• Get acquainted with tools and  resources 

from the GED Testing Service
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Overview of the International 
Train - the - Trainer
Building Capacity
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Program Objectives

• Utilize the capacity of education stakeholders 
• Provide high quality, content-driven 

professional development sessions to a 
network of education professionals  

• Enable more educators to continue to 
effectively prepare students for the GED®

Test, as well as enable learners to succeed in 
careers and higher education

6



GEDtestingservice.com  •  GED.com

How the Program Is Designed

Blended Learning Approach

• Instructional webinars

• Introductory training delivered face-to-face

• Supplementary training and updates using 
virtual platforms

• Access to GEDTS staff and current 
resources
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Takeaways from the upcoming training

• Scripted PowerPoint decks ready for delivery by 
participants to other educators

• Accompanying Resource Guides and collateral 
materials for each deck

• Background and content on the test’s development, 
history, and essential components in addition to 
research results and research currently in progress 

• Contact information and access to GED Testing 
Service staff 
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Expectations for Working With the 
PowerPoint Decks

• understand that the instructional 
design has been carefully 
constructed to maximize learning

• use the formats provided in the 
GEDTS® template

• consult with GEDTS staff if the 
content needs adjustment for 
longer or shorter workshop times

• contact GEDTS staff if you 
receive requests for content not 
covered by the decks

• develop your own content on 
your own templates 

• transfer the content to other 
slide deck templates

• add or subtract content from 
the existing slide decks 
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GEDtestingservice.com  •  GED.com

Outcomes
• Close partnership and collaboration with international 

educators
• Expanded reach at the international level
• Enhanced capacity to deliver professional 

development for the GED® test introduced in 2018
• Distribution of accurate information about 

– test content, 
– test-taker performance, and 
– research 

within the international education community
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Next Steps
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Things to Do Prior to the Training
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Before the training . . . 

Print
• PPT presentations and workbooks

– RLA, Mathematics, Social Studies, 
and Science

Download
• PLDs

• Other materials and resources on the 
International Summit web page
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Link coming soon
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An Overview on the GED® Test 

Getting Started
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Purposes of the new GED® test

• To provide results leading to the award of 
a US high school equivalency credential

• To provide evidence of readiness to enter 
workforce training programs or 
postsecondary education

• To provide actionable information about a 
candidate’s academic strengths and 
weaknesses

Improved
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GED® test
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Test Time Notes
Reasoning through 
Language Arts

150 minutes Includes 45 minutes for 
extended response (timed 
separately) and a 10 
minute break

Mathematical Reasoning 115 minutes Part 1 – calculator not 
allowed; Part 2 – calculator
allowed

Social Studies 70 minutes
Science 90 minutes
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GED® Performance Levels
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1  
Below 

Passing

2   
Pass /

High School Equivalency

100-144 145-200

Scores below 
the GED® test 
Passing 
Standard

Scores at or above 
the GED® test Passing Standard

indicative of 
High School Equivalency as well as 

increasing readiness for credit-bearing 
postsecondary coursework
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Item Types

• Multiple choice 

• Technology-enhanced
– Fill-in-the-blank 

– Hot-spot 

– Drag-and-drop  

– Drop-down selection 

• Extended response
17



GEDtestingservice.com  •  GED.com

Overview of RLA Test

• Content - Integrated reading and writing
– Close reading

– Clear writing

– Editing and understanding the use of standard written English in 
context

• Source texts – 75% nonfiction; 25% literary

• Stimulus passage length – 400-900 words

• Range of text complexity, including texts at the college-
and career-ready level

• Technology-enhanced items and extended response
18
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Overview of Mathematical Reasoning Test
• Content

– 45% - Quantitative Problem Solving

• Number operations

• Geometric thinking

– 55% - Algebraic Problem Solving

• Texas Instruments - TI 30XS Multiview™ (calculator 
allowed on all but first 5 – 7 items)

• Integration of mathematical practices

• Formula page, symbols, and calculator page provided

• Technology-enhanced items
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Overview of Social Studies Test
• Focus is on Social Studies Practices –

analyzing, thinking, reasoning

• Themes
– Development of Modern Liberties and Democracy

– Dynamic Responses in Societal Systems 

• Context for skill application
– 50% - US Civics and Government

– 20% - United States History

– 15% - Economics

– 15% - Geography and the World

• Technology-enhanced items
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Overview of Science Test

• Focus is on Science Practices –

reasoning and thinking scientifically

• Themes

– Human Health and Living Systems

– Energy and Related Systems

• Context for skill application

– 40% - Life Science

– 40% - Physical Science 

– 20% - Earth and Space Science 

• Technology-enhanced items 
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Webb’s Depth of Knowledge
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What is Depth of Knowledge 
(DOK)?
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Adapted from the 
model used by 

Norman Webb to 
align standards 

with assessment

Focuses on 
content standards 

in order to 
successfully 
complete an 
assessment 

item/task

Descriptive, not a 
taxonomy

Not the same as 
ability levels
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Recall: DOK Level 1

• DOK 1 requires recall of                                 
information, such as a fact,                     
definition, term, or performance of a 
simple process or procedure.

• Answering a Level 1 item can involve 
following a simple, well-known procedure 
or formula. 
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Sample Level 1 GED® Question
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List

Recall
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Skills/Concepts: Level 2

• DOK 2 includes mental processing 
beyond recalling or reproducing a 
response. Items require students to 
make some decisions as to how to 
approach the question or problem.

• These actions imply more than one 
mental or cognitive process/step.
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Sample Level 2 GED® Question
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Comprehend

Synthesize

Describe 
(why)
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Strategic Thinking: Level 3

• DOK 3 requires deep understanding as 
exhibited through planning, using 
evidence, and more demanding 
cognitive reasoning. The cognitive 
demands at Level 3 are complex and 
abstract.

• An assessment item that has more than 
one possible answer and requires 
students to justify the response they 
give would most likely be a Level 3.
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Sample Level 3 GED® test Question
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Analyze

Cite/Connect

Evaluate

Support
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Extended Thinking: Level 4
• DOK 4 requires high cognitive demand 

and is very complex. Students are 
expected to make connections  -
restate ideas with the content or among 
content areas- and have to select or 
devise one approach among many 
alternatives on how the situation can be 
solved.

• Due to the complexity of cognitive 
demand, DOK 4 often requires an 
extended period of time.
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From Assessment Targets to 
Indicators to Application

Focusing Instruction
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Targets     Indicators     Application
• Assessment targets describe the general 

concepts assessed on the GED® test

• Indicators (PLDs) are 
– fine-grained descriptions of individual skills in 

an assessment target 

– at a particular level of performance

• Application describes what to look for in 
student work
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Example 
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Assessment 
Target

Indicators What to look for in student work: 
The student has . . . 

SP.2 
Investigation 
Design 
(Experimental 
and 
Observational)

SP.2.b Identify and 
refine hypotheses 
for scientific 
investigations

SP.2.e Identify and 
interpret 
independent and 
dependent 
variables in 
scientific 
investigations.

• identified a hypothesis for a given 
scientific investigation.

• differentiated between an appropriate 
hypothesis and a poorly conceived 
hypothesis.

• used a hypothesis to support or challenge 
a given conclusion.

• identified a hypothesis for a given data 
set.

• refined a hypothesis to more 
appropriately suit a scientific experiment.

• identified the independent variable in a 
given investigation.

• identified the dependent variable in a 
given investigation.

• fully explained the relationship between 
the independent and dependent 
variables in a given experiment.
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Performance Level Descriptors 
(PLDs)
• Helpful tool for the classroom

• Explain in detail the skills students need to 
demonstrate to pass the test

• Two formats 
– “Official” Version

– “Test-taker” Version
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For example . . . 
“Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including determining connotative and 
figurative meanings from context.”

versus

“Figure out what words and phrases 
mean using clues from the context of a 
written source.”
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Check out the Performance Level 
Descriptors

• Level 1 – Below Passing (100-144)

• Level 2 – Pass/High School Equivalency (145-200)
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How to Use PLDs in the Classroom

Use PLDs to:

Tip 1: Assess student’s current skill level

Tip 2: Determine when students are ready 
to test

Tip 3: Shape learning activities

Tip 4: Add perspective to lesson plans
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GED Ready®

Assessing Readiness
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GED® Ready 
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Realistic practice
opportunity

Half-length, and same computer-
based platform as GED® test

Standardized and 
normed

Scores are on same scale as the 
operational GED® test

Predictive Reports student’s likelihood of
passing the GED® test

Use Capstone of instructional program
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GED® Ready 

• Feedback and links to study suggestions 
(focused study plans)

• Instructional feedback – extended response 
(RLA) scored by adult educators

• Online scoring tools (provide writing scores, 
feedback, and suggestions for improvement)
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Score reports

Helpful, regardless of the results!
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Gives me a 
starting point 
as a teacher 

for each 
individual.

Pinpoints areas 
where students 
can boost their 

scores.

Gives students 
a taste of what 
they need to be 

able to do.

Provides a plan 
and sense of 
control, and 
can increase 

student 
ownership.

Worst case 

scenario: 

Students score 

“Not Likely to 

Pass,” or on the 

low end of “Too 

Close to Call.”

Best case scenario: Students score on the high end of “Too Close to Call” or “Likely to Pass.”
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Three Score Level Indicators on 
GED Ready®

Not Likely to 
Pass 

Too Close to 
Call

Likely to 
Pass

100-133 134-144 145-200
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Next Steps
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Things to Do Prior to the Training
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Familiarize yourself with GED.COM

45



GEDtestingservice.com  •  GED.com

Performance Level Descriptors

• Access, download, and review the PLDs for:

– Reasoning through Language Arts

– Mathematical Reasoning

– Science

– Social Studies
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Performance Level Descriptors

https://ged.com/en/international_prep_providers/professional_development/develop_student_skills/
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Practice Using the Computer Tutorials

Computer-Based Test 
Tutorial
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https://ged.com/en/international_prep_providers/teaching/free_classroom_materials/
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Access and Review the 
Free Practice Test

Free Practice Test

https://ged.com/en/international_prep_providers/teaching/free_classroom_materials/
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Before the training . . . 

Print
• PPT presentations and workbooks

– RLA, Mathematics, Social Studies, 
and Science

Download
• PLDs

• Other materials and resources on the 
International Summit web page
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Link coming soon
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Questions
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Thank you!

communications@GEDTestingService.com
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