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Before We Get Started

During the webinar, please:

1. Keep your sound and video muted. This will limit
background noise.

2. Ask questions using the chat function.
3. Keep in mind that the session is being recorded for future

viewing.
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Think About It!

Like Pearl Harbor for their grandparents,
and the Kennedy assassination for their
parents, 9/11 is an historical event.

The primary use of a phone has always
been to take pictures.

There have always been indecisive
debates regarding the future of the
Electoral College.

Because of Richard Reid’s explosive
footwear at 30,000 feet, passengers have
always had to take off their shoes to slide
through security o the ground.

PayPal has always been an online option
for purchasers.

With flyovers, honor guards, and “God
Bless America,” sporting events have
always been marked by emphatic
patriotism.

YouTube has become the video version of
Wikipedia.

Quarterback Troy Aikman has always
called the plays live from the press booth.

Congress has always banned human
cloning completely.

Blackboards have never been dumb.
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What does the research say?

What does the test require?

b O PP PP H-P-
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What do students really need to know?

Today’s Focus

What can you do?

Session Q&A
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The Good News

87% know that the first 10 amendments to the Constitution are called
the Bill of Rights

88% know that the Declaration of Independence marked
independence from Great Britain

84% know the rule of law means no one is above the law

78% know the speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives is next
In line after the president and vice-president

69% know the three branches of government can check the powers
of the other two
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The Bad News!

° In your opinion, how informed is the general public
about how government works?

Very informed .3'*

Somewhat informed

Neither informed or uninformed || 6*

LR
Lad

Not very informed

Not at all informed

Undecided ||2*

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

American Bar Association (ABA) Survey of Civic Literacy, 2023
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Trust in Government
FIGURE 2
PUBLIC TRUST IN GOVERMENT OVER TIME
% who say they trust the government to do what is right just about alwaysinost of the time

100f1945 4= Baby Boomers

Gen Z

-Individual polls  -Moving average Gen Alpha

o o o1 o i 2o ©°

Source” Pew Resaarch Center, Public Trust in Coverniment 1958-20024




What People Want!

° Do you want your government g 1,14 their ground until they win

leaders to hold their ground
until they win or work toward i Work toward compromise
compromise? B Don’t knaw

American Bar Association (ABA) Survey of Civic Literacy, 2023
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What People Want!

o What issue would you be willing to see your elected officials compromise on?

LY

Infrastructure |mmigration Social
American Bar Association (ABA) Survey of Civic Literacy, 2023 E EE]

M Support
B Oppose

Reproductive

Reform Security Rights Rights
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Voter Turnout Rate 2024

Turnout Rate
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Voter Turnout Rate 2024

Population of US
341,777,675

Voting Age
Population

264,798,961

Voting Eligible
Population

244,666,890
|

Non-Voters in
2024

89,278,948
) 'GLE|D
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Registered Voters
In 2024
174,000,000

Voters in 2024
156,766,239




Skill and Knowledge gaps

Gap 1 — Identify evidence to support inferences

Gap 2 — Sequence of events

Gap 3 — Compare differing ideas

Gap 4 — Discrepancies between sources

< Gap 5 — Content knowl%

13
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What is a skills A gap is the difference between
the actual performance
g a.pr|> and the expected performance.

When student performance on a skill does not
match what is expected, such as a
straightforward skill that students seem to
answer incorrectly.

Or a common skill that is difficult but that
students could answer correctly with more
instruction.

Guidance and clarification on these skills could
help students improve their overall performance.
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Possible Reasons
for Gaps

The students may need to improve
their critical thinking and/or reading skills.

Students may need additional instruction on
skills identified as gaps and on specific
knowledge in content topics during GED® test
preparation.

Students tend to underperform on certain

items simply because the concepts are
difficult.

15
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A k- L AII.
Content Knowledge

Test questions assume

students have a basic
understanding of the

social studies subject matter and
terminology used in the content
topics and indicators.

The gap:
* Civics/Government

e Economics
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Gap 2 Example #2

Which list shows the correct order of steps in a process used by U.5. government branches to check each other?

O A. Congress passes a bill; the president vetoes the bill; Congress overrides the veto; the bill becomes law
< B. Congress passes a bill; the president vetoes the bill; the Supreme Court declares the veto unconstitutional
2 C. the president nominates a Supreme Court justice; the Senate does not confirm the president's nominee; the

Supreme Court declares the Senate's decision unconstitutional

< D. the president issues an executive order; the Supreme Court declares the order unconstitutional; the
president vetoes the Court decision; the executive order stands

599144
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Focusing Themes

L. Development of

Modern Libarties and

Democracy

Il. Dynamic Responses

in Societal Systams

. Types of modem and
historical governments

. Principles that

hawve contributed
1o developrment
of Armerican
canstituticnal
democracy

. Structura and design

of United States
GewaTnment

. Individual rights and

civic responszibilities

. Political parties,

campaigns, and
elactions in American
politics

Conternporany public
policy

a. kKey historncal
documents that have
shaped Amearican
constitutional
government

. Revolutionary and

Early Rapublic Periods

. Civil War &

Feconstruction

. Civil Bights Movemant

. European population

of tha Amaricas
Wilorld Vvar | &1

. The Cold \War

h. Amencan foraign

policy since 311

Social Studies Topic Matrix

E: Economics {15%)

o]

Key econamic avents
that have shaped
Amarican governmant
and policias

Relationship between
political and aconomic
freedoms

. Fundarmental

BCOMOMKG CONcapls

Microecanomics and
MIACIOaconomics

Consumar econamics

Economic causas and
impacts of wars

Economic drivers
of axploration and
colonization

Seientific and
Industrial Bewolutions

G: Geography and the
World (15%)

Developmant of
clazsic civilzations

Relaticnships
betwaan the
araronmant and
societal davaloprmeant

. Borders babween

e

peoples and nations

Hurman migration

18
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Social Studies Content Topics and Subtopics

19

CG.a Types of modermn and historical govermments

CG.a.1 Direct democracy, representative democracy, parllamentary democracy, presidantial democracy, monarchy and
athers typeas of government that contributed 1o tha development of Amencan constitutional democracy

CG.b Principles that have contributed to development of American constitutional democracy
CG.b.1 Natural rights philosophy
CG.b.2 Popular soveraignty and consant of the govarned
CG.b.3 Constitutionalism
CG.b.4 Majority rule and minority nghts
CG.b.5 Checks and balances
CG.b.6 Saparation of powers
CG.b.7 Rule of law
CG.b.8 Individual rights

CGE b8 Faderalism
CG.c Structure and design of United States government

CG.e.1 Structure, povears, and authority of the federal executiva, judicial, and legislative branchas
CGe.2 Individual governmeantal positions (e.g. president, speaker of the house, cabinat secretary, atc.)
CE.e.3 Major powsers and responsibilities of the federal and state governments
CG.c.d4 Sharad powers
CG.c.5 The amandmeant process
CG.c.B Governmental departments and agencias
CG.d Individual rights and civic responsibilities
CG.d.1 The Bill of Rights

CG.d.2 Personal and civil liberties of citizens
CG.e Political parties, campaigns, and elections in American politics

CG.e.1 Political parties
CG.e 2 Intarest groups

CGE.e2 Political campaigns, elactions and tha alectoral procass E m
CG.f Contemporary Public Policy
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What is the Difference?

Characteristics

Constitution

Bill of Rights

Meaning

Fundamental
principles and
established
precedents a state,
organization, or any
other entity has
passed to be
followed.

A formal
declaration or
assaertion of the
legal and civil rights
that citizens of any
country enjoy

Functions

Outlines how
governrment arms
function, basic rules
civil officials should
follow, and rights
and limitations of
citizens

Lists the rights every
citizen is entitled to
and how the
government and
other people should
protect them

An independent
body housing
different rules

Is housed by the
constitution

D3 Difference

Between.net
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Explore the Basics 2!

Congress
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Explore the Basics >

Coin Money

Establish the Budget

Regulate Commerce

Declare war and support an army and navy
Make other laws to carry out powers

Act as Commander-in-Chief
Maintain cabinet of advisers
Negotiate treaties

Appoint Supreme Court Justices
Execute laws

Interpret the meaning of laws

Decide whether a law is relevant to a
particular set of facts

Rule on how a law should be applied
Determine whether a law is constitutional

Create and enforce their own laws
Respect laws of other states
Extradite criminals

Have a representative government E EE]

Follow “Supreme law of the land” TESTING SERVICE®




From Bill to Law

Bill is introduced in either

the or* Senate

Serodé—
Flmr . Cc:miﬁﬁa »Committee
A.:.ﬁun « Debate o .Debate
- « Vote 2/3 majority Vote 2/3 majority
! ovec(ide
I o \Jeto Goes to the President

\\b-g%.'-qo%es ’ o) \

A

VETO- (doesn't sign it)

Bill fails to become a law
and Congres does not override the veto
e

If the President
signs it, the bill
becomes a Law

23
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Amending the Constitution

Proposed in 2/3 Vote in Both
Congress Houses

Proposed in 2/3 Vote in Both
Congress Houses

2/3 of state legislatures call for
a national convention

Ratified by % of
state legislatures

Ratified in
conventions in %
states

Ratified by % of the state
legislatures

24
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What are my rights?

25

Amendment 1

(5)

Amendment 2

(1)

Amendment 3

(1)

Amendment 4

(1)

Amendment 5

(5)

Amendment 6

(5)

Amendment 7

(1)

Amendment 8

(1)

Amendment 9

(1)

Amendment 10

(1)
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“If there is a bedrock principle underlying the First
Amendment, it is that the government may not prohibit the
expression of an idea simply because society finds the idea

itself offensive or disagreeable.”
— Justice William J. Brennan
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, 1956-1990
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What are my rights?

27

Amendment 1

(5) Freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, petition the government

Amendment 2

(1) Right to keep and bear arms

Amendment 3

(1)Protection against housing soldiers without owner’s permission

Amendment 4

(1) Protection against unreasonable search and seizure

Amendment 5

(5)Right to be indicted by a grand jury, protection against double jeopardy, right against self-incrimination, right
of due process, just compensation if government takes property

Amendment 6

(5) Right to speedy trial, right to an impartial jury, right to be informed of criminal charges, right to be
confronted by adverse witnesses, right to assistance of counsel

Amendment 7

(1) Right to a jury trial in federal civil cases

Amendment 8

(1) Protection against cruel and unusual punishment

Amendment 9

(1) People have other rights that are not specified in the Constitution

Amendment 10

(1) Any power not listed is left to the states or the people

G LE|D
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« Life, Liberty, and Property

* Freedom of Religion

* Freedom of Speech and Press

* Right to Bear Arms

* Right to Assemble and Petition

* Right to Trial by Jury

* Protection from Unreasonable
Searches and Seizures
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Cr Ly
Voting Rights
By: SKPittman
26th Amendment 18-
1 ?B ? year-olds can vote
Right to vobe granted 1%th Amendment -
to white male Women granted right
landowners 1868 to vate 1961
14th Amendment - 23 rd Amendment -
Black males granted = (NSRS
g e D.C. residents vote for
= President
L)

Z4th Amendmme:
woler tax Ccamn
rescurired Mational Voter
MHative Americans can Registration Act
1 E‘ 5 6 wvote with no barriers passed
Voting expandead to all
white men

Wyoming gives women
right to volbe

1965
.1 'B ?'0 Voting Rights Act

passed
15th Amendment -

Can't deny vote based
o racieE
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https://www.constitutionfacts.com/

CoNSTITUTIONFACTS.COM

where you'll see the ¢
Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the
Decdlaration of Independence - and
much more! You'll find interesting
insights into the men who wrote the
Constitution, how it was created, and
how the Supreme Court has
interpreted the United States
Constitution in the two centuries since
its creation.

The Constitution is certainly the most
influential legal document in existe
Since its creation some two hundred
years ago, over one hundred countries
around the world have used it as a
model for their own. And it is a living
document. It is one of the world's
oldest surviving constitutions. And,
while the Supreme Court continually
interprets the U.S. Constitution so as

to reflect a rapidly changing world, its
basic tenets have remained virtually
unchanged since its inception, and
unchallenged as well. People quarrel
over its interpretation, but never do
they guestion the wisdom of its
underlying principles.

At ConstitutionFacts.com, you'll begin
to see why. You'll get a taste of some
of the Founding Fathers' thoughts.
You'll see some of the reasoning
behind the Supreme Court’s landmark
decisions. But, most importantly, you'll
get a feel for the United States
Constitution itself and how it is that a
document that was written over 200
years ago still plays an integral role in
our everyday lives.

(D tome (Q)eooksToRE YasouTus (B conTacTus
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vr CONsTITUTION [.QQ?

TAKE THE FASCINATING FACTS QUIZ TO FIND OUT!

* FUN ZONE * CHALLENGE &
FOUR NEW INTERACTIVE QUIZZES

- WHAT'S YOUR CONSTITUTION 1.G.?

. "REAL OR FAKE?" QUIZ

TESTYOUR KNOWLEDGE « WHICH FOUNDING FATHER ARE YOU?

TREASURE HUNTS +« WHICH FOUNDING FATHER WOULD
WORD FINDS YOU VOTE FOR?

ORDER U.5. POCKET CONSTITUTION BOOKS
CROSSWORD PUZZLES

DISCOVER FASCINATING FACTS
AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH
GET YOUR COPY TODAY!
OR ORDER IN BULK
FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION

VICE”


https://www.constitutionfacts.com/

INTERACTIVE About  Mathonal Constitution Center  Dorate  ConstRutional Bchanges: (),

e erl i s The Constitition  The Draftng Table  Medialibrary  In the Clazsroom 31

The Constitution

Begirming with thas icomic phrass. “We the Peopial the ULE. Constituticnis

compassd of samicle. seven arbiclas, and 27 amendmants 1o the

Constitution, including tha Bill of Rights—the first 10 amandments.

Readthe Full Text | Miore about the Constibution

Pr=ambi= Article| Aurticle Il

We the People Legislative Branch Executive Branch

S https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive

Z:Tha House of Representat es

E:The Sanate

-constitution/the-constitution

S: Powarsand Duties of Congress

TR ano DisEDitGs of Mambars
Legicotve Process

8: Powars of Congress

Powars Danled Congress

Forwarn Danled tothe States

@ +

Articl= I Article IV Articl= W
Judicial Branch States, Citizenship, New Amendment Process
States
+ +
Article VI MArticle VI
Debts, Supremacy, Oaths, Ratification

T GRS|D
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https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution

Resources 32

Annenberg Guide to the
Constitution http://www.annenbergclassroom.org

The original text is paired with an explanation of the meaning of
each article and omendment, creating an excellent research
tool for understanding our founding document.

VIEW THE GUIDE

Copyright and Use of AnnenbergClassroom.org Books:
All AnnenbergClassroom.org books are free for viewing at AnnenbergClassroom.org
and may be downloaded only by teachers and students without charge.
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https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/about-us/copyright-policy/AnnenbergClassroom.org
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/

Content Knowledge — Access Online Resources 33

http://docsteach.orqg/

DocsTeach is a product of the National
Archives education division.

Except where otherwise noted, DocsTeach is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Primary source
documents included on this site generally come from the holdings of the National Archives and are in the public domain, except as noted. Teaching activities on this site E E m

have received the CCO Public Domain Dedication; authors have waived all copyright and related rights to the extent possible under the law. See our legal and privacy
TESTING SERVICE”®

page for full terms and conditions


http://docsteach.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://docsteach.org/privacy
https://docsteach.org/privacy
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

Content Knowledge — Access Online Resources 34

O

“ Reading Like a Historian Beyond the Bubble Civic Online Reasoning Fp s
History Lessons History Assessments Curriculum

Stanford HiStOfy REGISTER LOGIN Search lessons and a:
Education Group

http://sheq.stanford.edu/?g=node/21

Civic Online Reasoning across subjects

Hear from the science and social studies educators.teaching their
students to sort fact from fiction online

WATCH NOW

The lessons and assessments available on this website via PDF download or Google Drive
hyperlink are governed by Creative Commons Licenses.
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http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/21
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Share the GED® indicators and content topics with
your students. The content topics can be used as a
teaching/study guide.

Review key foundational concepts/content.

Remind students to carefully read the questions and
excerpts.

Encourage students to study key definitions and terms.

Encourage students to read more. Strong reading
skills will benefit students in all 4 subject area tests.

Encourage students to analyze the content they read
on a daily basis. Strong critical thinking skills
will benefit students in all 4 subject area tests.

G LE|D
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SAVE THE DAIE

2025 GED Annual Conference

" Tugust4-6, 2075 © Chtaga i

Register for the GED Annual Conference at GED.com/gedconference2025
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News ®SESSION

WITH THE GED® PROGRAM

CT Turner

President of GED
Testing Service

Leadership Announcement: CT Turner
Appointed President of GEDTS

We are thrilled to share that CT Turner has been appointed

President of GED Testing Service, effective immediately.

. 'GLE|D
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A k- L AII.
Hot Topic

GED® Grad Day is May 16! Did you catch GED on
National TV?

Join the GED Grad Day virtual

celebration on May 16 at 1 PM ET as GED partnered with Empowered, hosted
we honor the hard work and by Meg Ryan for a national public
achievements of GED grads. television segment that highlights the
Encourage your students to share their life-changing power of earning a GED.
stories, connect with fellow grads, and This is national recognition of the work
join the online ceremony. you do for learnersl!

| Check itout!
'GLE|D

39
TESTING SERVICE”



Thank you! 0

Adora Beard — adora.beard@aged.com
Susan Pittman — skptvs@gmail.com
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