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Before We Get Started
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During the webinar, please:

1. Keep your sound and video muted. This will limit 
background noise.

2. Ask questions using the chat function.

3. Keep in mind that the session is being recorded for future 
viewing.



• With flyovers, honor guards, and “God 
Bless America,” sporting events have 
always been marked by emphatic 
patriotism.

• YouTube has become the video version of 
Wikipedia.

• Quarterback Troy Aikman has always 
called the plays live from the press booth.

• Congress has always banned human 
cloning completely.

• Blackboards have never been dumb.

Think About It!

• Like Pearl Harbor for their grandparents, 
and the Kennedy assassination for their 
parents, 9/11 is an historical event.

• The primary use of a phone has always 
been to take pictures.

• There have always been indecisive 
debates regarding the future of the 
Electoral College.

• Because of Richard Reid’s explosive 
footwear at 30,000 feet, passengers have 
always had to take off their shoes to slide 
through security o the ground.

• PayPal has always been an online option 
for purchasers.



Today’s Focus

What does the research say?

What does the test require?

What do students really need to know?

What can you do?

Session Q&A
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The Good News

•87% know that the first 10 amendments to the Constitution are called 
the Bill of Rights

•88% know that the Declaration of Independence marked 
independence from Great Britain

•84% know the rule of law means no one is above the law
•78% know the speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives is next 
in line after the president and vice-president

•69% know the three branches of government can check the powers 
of the other two



The Bad News!

American Bar Association (ABA) Survey of Civic Literacy, 2023



Trust in Government

A lack of civics knowledge goes hand-in-hand with a lack of trust in government 
institutions— research has shown that these states reinforce each other. 

©SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR INSTITUTE FOR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY | OCONNORINSTITUTE.ORG  



What People Want!

American Bar Association (ABA) Survey of Civic Literacy, 2023



What People Want!

American Bar Association (ABA) Survey of Civic Literacy, 2023



Voter Turnout Rate 2024



Voter Turnout Rate 2024

Population of US
341,777,675

Voting Eligible 
Population

244,666,890

Registered Voters
In 2024

174,000,000

Voters in 2024
156,766,239

Voting Age 
Population

264,798,961

Non-Voters in 
2024

89,278,948



Skill and Knowledge gaps

Gap 1 – Identify evidence to support inferences

Gap 2 – Sequence of events

Gap 3 – Compare differing ideas

Gap 4 – Discrepancies between sources

Gap 5 – Content knowledge
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What is a skills 
gap?

A gap is the difference between 
the actual performance 
and the expected performance.

• When student performance on a skill does not 
match what is expected, such as a 
straightforward skill that students seem to 
answer incorrectly.

• Or a common skill that is difficult but that 
students could answer correctly with more 
instruction.

• Guidance and clarification on these skills could 
help students improve their overall performance.
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Possible Reasons 
for Gaps

The students may need to improve 
their critical thinking and/or reading skills.

Students may need additional instruction on 
skills identified as gaps and on specific 
knowledge in content topics during GED® test 
preparation.

Students tend to underperform on certain 
items simply because the concepts are 
difficult.

15



Content Knowledge

Test questions assume 
students have a basic 
understanding of the 
social studies subject matter and 
terminology used in the content 
topics and indicators.

The gap:
• Civics/Government 

•  Economics
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Gap 2 Example #2 17
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What is the Difference? 20



Courts 

President 

Congress 

Explore the Basics

Article I

Article II

Article 
III

Article 
IV States 
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Courts 

President 

Congress 

Explore the Basics

Article I

Article II

Article 
III

Article 
IV

Act as Commander-in-Chief
Maintain cabinet of advisers
Negotiate treaties
Appoint Supreme Court Justices
Execute laws

Interpret the meaning of laws
Decide whether a law is relevant to a 
particular set of facts
Rule on how a law should be applied
Determine whether a law is constitutional

Coin Money
Establish the Budget
Regulate Commerce
Declare war and support an army and navy
Make other laws to carry out powers

States 
Create and enforce their own laws
Respect laws of other states
Extradite criminals
Have a representative government
Follow “supreme law of the land”
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From Bill to Law
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Proposed in 
Congress

2/3 Vote in Both 
Houses

Ratified by ¾ of 
state legislatures

Proposed in 
Congress

2/3 Vote in Both 
Houses

Ratified in 
conventions in ¾ 

states

2/3 of state legislatures call for 
a national convention

Ratified by ¾ of the state 
legislatures



What are my rights?
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Amendment 1 (5)

Amendment 2 (1)

Amendment 3 (1)

Amendment 4 (1)

Amendment 5 (5)

Amendment 6 (5)

Amendment 7 (1)

Amendment 8 (1)

Amendment 9 (1)

Amendment 10 (1)
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“If there is a bedrock principle underlying the First 
Amendment, it is that the government may not prohibit the 
expression of an idea simply because society finds the idea 
itself offensive or disagreeable.” 

– Justice William J. Brennan 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, 1956-1990 



What are my rights?
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Amendment 1 (5) Freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, petition the government

Amendment 2 (1) Right to keep and bear arms

Amendment 3 (1)Protection against housing soldiers without owner’s permission

Amendment 4 (1) Protection against unreasonable search and seizure

Amendment 5 (5)Right to be indicted by a grand jury, protection against double jeopardy, right against self-incrimination, right 
of due process, just compensation if government takes property

Amendment 6 (5) Right to speedy trial, right to an impartial jury, right to be informed of criminal charges, right to be 
confronted by adverse witnesses, right to assistance of counsel

Amendment 7 (1) Right to a jury trial in federal civil cases

Amendment 8 (1) Protection against cruel and unusual punishment

Amendment 9 (1) People have other rights that are not specified in the Constitution

Amendment 10 (1) Any power not listed is left to the states or the people



RIGHTS RESPONSIBILTIES

Bill of Rights

• Life, Liberty, and Property
• Freedom of Religion
• Freedom of Speech and Press
• Right to Bear Arms
• Right to Assemble and Petition
• Right to Trial by Jury
• Protection from Unreasonable 

Searches and Seizures

Vote

Pay Taxes

Obey Laws

Serve on Jury
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U.S. History 
through Voting 
Rights
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https://www.constitutionfacts.com/ 

https://www.constitutionfacts.com/


https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive
-constitution/the-constitution 
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https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution


32Content Knowledge – Access Online Resources

Copyright and Use of AnnenbergClassroom.org Books:
All AnnenbergClassroom.org books are free for viewing at AnnenbergClassroom.org 
and may be downloaded only by teachers and students without charge.

http://www.annenbergclassroom.org

https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/about-us/copyright-policy/AnnenbergClassroom.org
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/


http://docsteach.org/ 

Content Knowledge – Access Online Resources

Except where otherwise noted, DocsTeach is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Primary source 
documents included on this site generally come from the holdings of the National Archives and are in the public domain, except as noted. Teaching activities on this site 
have received the CC0 Public Domain Dedication; authors have waived all copyright and related rights to the extent possible under the law. See our legal and privacy 
page for full terms and conditions 

DocsTeach is a product of the National 
Archives education division.
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http://docsteach.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://docsteach.org/privacy
https://docsteach.org/privacy
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/21

Content Knowledge – Access Online Resources

The lessons and assessments available on this website via PDF download or Google Drive 
hyperlink are governed by Creative Commons Licenses.
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http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/21


General 
Strategies

• Share the GED® indicators and content topics with 
your students. The content topics can be used as a 
teaching/study guide.

• Review key foundational concepts/content. 

• Remind students to carefully read the questions and 
excerpts.

• Encourage students to study key definitions and terms.

• Encourage students to read more. Strong reading 
skills will benefit students in all 4 subject area tests.

• Encourage students to analyze the content they read 
on a daily basis. Strong critical thinking skills 
will benefit students in all 4 subject area tests. 
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News

CT Turner
President of GED 
Testing Service
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Hot Topic
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Thank you!

Adora Beard – adora.beard@ged.com 
Susan Pittman – skptvs@gmail.com  

40

mailto:adora.beard@ged.com
mailto:skptvs@gmail.com

	Civics and Government: Essential Knowledge for the GED Test and Everyday Life
	Slide Number 2
	Before We Get Started
	Think About It!
	Today’s Focus
	The Good News
	The Bad News!
	Trust in Government
	What People Want!
	What People Want!
	Voter Turnout Rate 2024
	Voter Turnout Rate 2024
	Skill and Knowledge gaps
	What is a skills gap?
	Possible Reasons for Gaps
	Content Knowledge
	Gap 2 Example #2
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	What is the Difference?
	Explore the Basics
	Explore the Basics
	From Bill to Law
	Amending the Constitution
	What are my rights?
	Slide Number 26
	What are my rights?
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Content Knowledge – Access Online Resources
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	General Strategies
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	News
	Hot Topic
	Thank you!

