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Before We Get Started
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During the webinar, please:

1. Keep your sound and video muted. This will limit 
background noise.

2. Ask questions using the chat function.

3. Keep in mind that the session is being recorded for future 
viewing.

4. The session and all associated materials will be posted on 
the GED website at: https://www.ged.com/educators-
admins/professional-development/ 
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Welcome to Tuesdays for Teachers 
Steve Schmidt! 



GED® RLA Extended Response Overview

•Students read two short passages or one longer 
passage with both sides of the argument and respond to 
a prompt

•Prompt: “In your response, develop an argument in 
which you explain how one position is better supported 
than the other. Incorporate relevant and specific 
evidence from both sources to support your argument.”

•Students can successfully argue that either position is 
better supported
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Understanding Arguments

• Instructor Feedback: “My students could not tell me what 
the argument is”

• How can we build a bridge to argument writing?

• One answer: Using reviews  



Move from the . . .  



Guidelines for Teaching Argument Writing 
Using Reviews

• Analyze both positive and negative reviews

• Ask questions like: 

• What is the author’s purpose?

• Do you think their argument is effective? Why or why not?

• What patterns did you notice in what was effective and not 
effective?

• Invite students to write their own reviews 



Analyzing Reviews 

What’s the author’s purpose?

Who is their audience?

Is their argument effective? Why or why not? 



Let’s Look at Another Review 

What’s the author’s purpose?

Who is their audience?

Is their argument effective? Why or why not? 



Parts of an Argument

• Claim: A statement that something is true or should be 
done that others might not agree with.

• Example: Cars Plus is the best car dealer in town.

• Reason: Statements that support the claim.

• Example: The staff is very friendly.

• Evidence: Information that supports the reasons like  
facts, statistics, data, and expert testimony.

• Example: I received a friendly greeting when I arrived. 
The salesperson listened to what I wanted. The finance 
manager was funny and joked around with us. 



Types of Evidence Graphic Organizer 



Use a T Chart to Collect Evidence  



Finding the Evidence in the Prompt - Pro   

“This bill funds the expansion of Highway 17 from a two-lane highway to a four-

lane thoroughfare. It will positively affect the town of Oak Falls,” Walls said. As 

part of the expansion, Highway 17 will move two miles east of the town of Oak 

Falls. The bill will ease traffic congestion and create job opportunities during and 

after construction. 

Last year, Representative Walls held town hall meetings to gather opinions from 

her constituents about revitalizing the economy in the 12th District. Two years ago, 

Turnaround Motors and Bell Camera closed their factory doors. The result has 

been high unemployment with no immediate prospects for new businesses. 

Representative Walls heard residents’ concerns for jobs in the district. 

Improving the highway means jobs for local construction workers. Once 

completed, the highway will bring more long-distance travelers into the area. 

Some officials anticipate a 30% increase in highway traffic due to the ease of 

traveling on the improved Highway 17. An increase in travelers will attract national 

motel and restaurant chains along the highway route. These national businesses 

will mean permanent jobs for residents. 



Finding the Evidence in the Prompt - Con   

“The Gazette reports that because Highway 17 runs through six states, 

construction will be paid for with federal road funds. That means some of our 

federal taxes will pay for a road that I believe will harm our town. I also believe 

that few residents of Oak Falls will use the road. Our town and district will lose 

money as a result of this highway bypass paid for by our tax dollars. 

The road construction jobs are only a temporary bandage on the wound made by 

our two manufacturers closing their doors. Once the road construction is finished, 

only minimum wage jobs will remain. 

In fact, the highway will bypass four cities in our district alone. Each of these 

towns will lose business because fewer travelers will pass through them and eat, 

stay overnight, or purchase gas. There is no guarantee that tourists will drive an 

extra two miles into our town if national chain motels and restaurants are built at 

the highway exits. The 2001 study Representative Walls references does show 

that bypasses reduce traffic and noise in towns, but the study also shows they 

have a negative impact on local businesses. 



T Chart Example 



Common Reasons for Low ER Scores 

•Students do not write a full response

•Students lack a structure and appropriate tone

•Students have issues with sentence structure

•Students summarize instead of analyze  



Score Improvement: Analysis vs. Summary 

• If I tell you I’m a great songwriter but all I do is play other people’s 
songs, how would you know how good I am?

• This happens on the RLA test when students summarize an 
argument instead of analyzing it!



Summary 



Analysis



Using ICE to Explain Evidence 



Phrases to Describe Strengths and 
Weaknesses



What’s the Purpose of Scaffolding?



Use Writing Frames: Intro Paragraph 
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Use Writing Frames: Body Paragraphs 
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Questions, Comments, Thoughts?
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Classroom Resources
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Classroom Resources
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Writing for the GED® Test Books 3 and 4
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Extended Response Videos 
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It’s Your Turn!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Thank You!

Steve Schmidt

schmidtconsulting4@gmail.com

Website Link:  
ContactUs@GED.com
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Special Edition Tuesdays for Teachers

Tuesday, November 19, 2024

Next Tuesdays for Teachers: 

December 10, 2024
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Artificial Intelligence Literacy:  Preparing 

Students for Success in a Digital Age
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