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Before We Get Started
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During the webinar, please:

1. Keep your sound and video muted. This will limit 
background noise.

2. Ask questions using the chat function.

3. Keep in mind that the session is being recorded for future 
viewing.

4. The session and all associated materials will be posted on 
the GED website at: https://www.ged.com/educators-
admins/professional-development/ 

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/professional-development/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/professional-development/


Three Areas to Address

Student Interest, 
Motivation, and Ability 

to Write

Time Spent on Writing
Instruction and 

Practice

Analyzing and 
Evaluating Students’ 

Writing Samples



Lack of Interest and Motivation

• They don’t see the point in writing

• They find writing to be difficult

• They are not interested in the 
topics they are asked to write 
about

• They don’t have effective writing 
strategies



Value Added Skill

•Students who process course 
material through writing 

• Retain information longer

• Improve critical thinking skills

• Become better readers and writers

•Writing helps students

• improve communication skills

• Increase self-confidence
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Time Spent on Writing

• Limited class hours

• Varying levels of writing ability in 
same class

• Other areas take precedence

• Unsure how to incorporate into other 
content areas

• Where to start
• How to evaluate students’ writing



GED® Extended Response

• Students read two short passages and respond to 
a prompt.

• Prompt directs students to write an essay 
evaluating which passage makes a stronger 
argument and is better supported.

• Prompt is essentially always the same, with slight 
wording differences as needed.

• There is no “right” or “wrong” answer to the 
question of which writer presents the stronger 
case; students are scored on HOW they answer 
that question and address the prompt. 
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Writing Prompt
Prompt provides outline for 
success across all 3 traits

• Analyze the two texts…(Trait 1)

• Include evidence…(Trait 1)

• Include relevant and specific 
evidence…(Traits 1 & 2)

• Develop your own argument…(Trait 
2)

• Your response should be 
approximately…(Trait 2)

• Remember to review and edit your 
response…(Traits 1,2,3)
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Trait 2 – Development of 
Ideas and Organizational 
Structure

• Develop ideas

• Make clear connections 
between ideas

• Use transitional devices

• Have an organizational 
structure

• Keep formal style 
throughout

• Choose words wisely

Extended Response Scoring Traits

Trait 1 – Creation of 
Arguments and Use 
of Evidence

• Analyze the two 
texts

• Generate a text-
based argument

• Establish a purpose 
related to the 
prompt

• Include evidence 
from both texts
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Trait 3 – Clarity and 
Command of Standard 
English Conventions

• Use correct sentence 
structure to ensure clarity

• Apply conventions of 
standard English

• Avoid errors in mechanics 
and conventions to avoid 
interfering with 
comprehension

Response is not expected to 
be perfect.



Opinion versus Argument

• Argument is backed by logic/support/facts 
and leads to a conclusion.

• Opinion is more personal and anecdotal.

Lack of Original Text

• Inability to paraphrase

• Too many quotes

• Copy words directly from the text

Student Challenges with Argumentative 
Writing

General Issues

• There is no argument, rather there are 
summaries of the texts

• There is an argument, but it isn’t 
supported by evidence

• The response includes an analysis of one 
of the text, not both

• There are limited, if any, supporting 
details

• The writer has difficulty staying on topic 
and providing facts and support

• The writing does not have structure

10



Common Reasons for Low Scores

• Students do not write a full response

• Students lack a structure and 
appropriate tone

• Students’ English conventions are 
poor. Their writing lacks proper 
grammar, capitalization, punctuation, 
and vocabulary (word choice, slang, 
etc.)

• Students have issues with sentence 
structure

Student Challenges with Argumentative 
Writing

General Issues

• Correlation between performance on 
the RLA assessment as a whole and 
performance on ER

• Students who score 0s and 1s on the 
ER are more likely struggling with 
skills across the RLA assessment

How the skills align across all portion 
of the RLA

• Reading items correlate to Traits 1 
and 2

• Language (Editing) items correlate to 
Trait 3
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ER Scoring Engine

WHY use an Automated Scoring Engine?

•To allow a speedy score response to be provided 
for test takers

•Test takers receive scores within 3 hours

•To enable ER performance to be included in the 
standard score report

•This was previously unfeasible
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ER Scoring Engine Validity 

• Several hundred scored Field Test responses are used to 

train the automated scoring engine, then several hundred 

more are used to test the engine’s validity.

• Responses were scored by both the engine and human 

scorers to ensure validity of the engine.

• Approximately 95% of ER responses are successfully scored 

via the engine. 

• The other 5% represent responses that are so atypical that 

the engine is unable to determine a score, in which case 

human scorers are used.
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It’s Time to Read
The Stimulus and the Prompt
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One problem all students can 
avoid!
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Now the safety issue comes up again, in the yearly switch to and from DST. One study shows 
pedestrian fatalities from cars increased immediately after clocks were set back in the fall. 
Arguments continue with another study that shows 227 pedestrians were killed in the week 
following the end of DST compared with 65 pedestrians killed the week before DST ended. lt is also 
stated that the adjustment period drivers endure each year is a dangerous time for pedestrians, 
and DST may be the reason. Instead of a gradual transition in the morning or afternoon by just 
minutes of sunlight each day, the immediate shift of one hour forward or backward fails to provide 
drives and pedestrians time to adjust. These opponents believe the consideration of cost and 
confusion are simply not worth all of the trouble. With everything there are pros and cons no matter 
what, so in the end we can only hope the good outweighs the bad. 

Note: Text in red was copied directly from the source text.



Q
u

ic
k

 C
h

e
c

k
 i

n
 t

h
e

 C
la

ss
ro

o
m

17



A
n

a
ly

ze
 T

h
is

!



A
n

a
ly

ze
 T

h
is

!



A
n

a
ly

ze
 T

h
is

!



Why Should I Do This?

Analyzing your students’ writing will help you

•Understand each student’s writing skill level

•See strengths and weaknesses

• Identify specific targets for instruction
•Reading
•Organization
•Sentence Structure
•Mechanics

•Help students move their scores from 0 to 1
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How do I address all the “needs work” 
areas?

Do not overwhelm the student by showing them all the 
problems at on time.

• Start with one big issue and one quick fix

Big issue – writing an effective argument that addresses the 
prompt

• The best supported side is ______________.

• The best supported side is__________________ because it 
_______________.

Quick fix – subject-verb agreement

• The expert say that…

• The expert says that…
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Resources for the Classroom
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Extended Response Resources on 
GED.com

Resources for Instructor/Student “Classroom” Time

• Workbook

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/TfT-What-Students-Need-to-

Know-GED-RLA-Extended-Response-Workbook-1.pdf

• Answer guidelines

https://ged.com/wp-

content/uploads/extended_response_guidelines.pdf

• The workbook provides visual guides to demonstrate the skills that 

struggling writers need to improve in order to be successful.

• The answer guidelines linked to above are included in the workbook.
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Extended Response Resources on 
GED.com
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Extended Response Resources on 
GED.com

Resources for Instructor/Student “Classroom” Time

• Sample texts from GED Ready® practice test

https://ged.com/wp-
content/uploads/extended_response_ged_ready_source_texts.pdf

• Sample prompts for practice

https://ged.com/wp-

content/uploads/extended_response_classroom_practice.pdf

• After reviewing the ER Workbook, Answer Guide, and 8-video series, 

these sample prompts can be used in the classroom for student writing 

practice, which you will be able to score using the scoring guides and 

online scoring tool.  
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Thank You!

Susan Pittman

Website Link:  Contact Us – GED

Next:  Hot Topic!
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https://www.ged.com/contact_us/


GED & Me
The Official GED® Mobile App
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Jane Bledsoe



Launched in the Apple App Store June 2024 to Independent Learners
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Minimum Lovable Product 

(MLP) "Clearing the Path"

Guidance

Connection

Study & Practice

Support

Delight

GEDReady Purchase

Test Scheduling

Test Reminders

*Post Credential Experience



Quick overview of GED & Me



Connection
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Goals
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Free Daily practice – Question of the Day
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Free Practice – Sample Practice Questions



Study setup
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Test  Reminders
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Support and delight
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Key Engagement Metrics
Mobile Users
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Key engagement 
metrics:

 

• Total downloads as of Aug 15: 

41,686

• 500 new downloads per day

• 85% open/use the App

• 95% of learners share their 

goals

• More than 40% are using 

practice content



Learners feel positive about the content they are 
experiencing in the App, with the most responses collected 
in Math and highest positive response rate in RLA
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Significant amount of 
returning users (6+ 
months) as well as brand 
new users (0 days)

Most Mobile Users 
(67.7%) have never 
taken a test. This 
shows the app is 
mostly appealing to 
users who have not 
started their GED 
journey

The App is bringing learners back – 52% created 
accounts more than 6 months ago



Math

ScienceSocial

Reasoning

No Sub

We continue to see learners spending a lot of time on 
Math, even though they are encouraged to start with 
Science



How teachers are using the app
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• Bridging the 
Gap

• Lesson 
Planning

• Student 
Connection

Warm up Digital Literacy



What's next?



• Learning, connection and 
inspiration through Video 
content

• Live guidance- chat with 
advisors or peers

• Opportunities - Jobs and 
college

• Practice and learning 
resources recommended 
based on learning style

• Expanded tailored practice 
content-Generative AI

Roadmap for app improvements 
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• Progress tracking to goals

• Test results in-App

• Prominent test scheduling

• More publisher study resources 
and practice

• Exploring subscription 
and payment options

• Study reminders

• Study suggestions based on 
sentiment/reactions to content

______________________________

• Spanish Translation

• Android launch

Stage 2 - Marking the way Stage 3 - Drawing the map

• App support for Assisted 

Learners

oAdult Education

oGEDWorks/+

• Study time report sharing

• Explore GED Ready® Mobile

• AI Chat

Stage 4 - Connecting dots
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Thank You!

Jane Bledsoe

Website Link:  Contact Us – GED

Next Tuesdays for Teachers: 
October 22, 2024
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