
This One Is For You!  

GED 101

Debi Faucette , Susan Pittman and 

Jane Bledsoe

May 28, 2024



I Have a Few Questions.
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Å How do I decide what to teach?
ÅìőċƣќƚШŸŰШƣőĲШƣĲƚƣеШ
Å How are the questions set up?
ÅWhat do GED questions look like? 
ÅcŸƽШĬŸШfШċĦĦĲƚƚШċШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣќƚШƚĦŸƖĲШ

report? 
ÅWhat is a score report? 
ÅWhat if my student needs 

accommodations?
Å How do I handle a student who took 
ƣőĲШƣĲƚƣШċŰĬШĬŔĬŰќƣШƓċƚƚЯШĲƻĲŰШƣőŸƨŊőШ
őŔƚШ]E?ШÅĲċĬǃШљƚċŔĬњШőĲШƽċƚШũŔťĲũǃШƣŸШ
pass? 

Å Is there a GED App?
Å Are there any resources I can use with 

my students?



Å Science had a pass rate of 88%

Å Social Studies had a pass rate of 
84%

Å RLA had a pass rate of 82%

Å Math had a pass rate of 75%

Å Median age of our testers is 23

Å ~75% of testers are 33 or under

GED Testing by the Numbers in 2023

Å 302,527 people took the GED 
Test

Å 181,749 completed all 4 parts 

Å 136,640 earned a GED 
credential

Å 946,905 individual tests

Å 1,117,240 GED Ready tests

Å 15% of testers received a 
College Ready Score

Å 5% of testers received a College 
Ready+Credit score
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GED® Test

Test Time Notes

Reasoning through 

Language Arts
150 minutes

Includes 45 minutes for 

extended response (timed 

separately) and a 10-minute 

break

Mathematical 

Reasoning
115 minutes

Part 1 ïcalculator not allowed; 

Part 2 ïcalculator allowed

Social Studies 70 minutes

Science 90 minutes
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Variety of Item Types
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Multiple-choice

Fill-in-the-blank

Drag-and-drop

Hot-spot

Drop-down

Extended-response (Language Arts)



Overview of RLA Test

Å Content - Integrated reading and 

writing

ï Close reading

ï Clear writing

ï Editing and understanding the use 

of standard written English in 

context

Å Source texts ï75% nonfiction; 

25% fiction

Å Passage length ï400-900 words

Å Range of text complexity

Å Technology-enhanced items and 

extended response
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https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_rla.pdf

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_rla.pdf


Sample Item
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Extended Response

A constructed response item 
includes:

Å One or more source texts

Å Texts offer two positions 
on a given topic

Å A prompt that provides 
instruction on what the 
students is expected to do
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To provide 
test-takers 
with an 
opportunity to 
demonstrate 

Knowledge of writing 
conventions in English

Understanding of what 
theyôve read

How well they use 
evidence to build 
arguments

Their ability to clearly 
communicate their thinking 
in their own words



Extended Response

Responses are scored using a 
multi-dimensional rubric that 
focuses on three core 
elements (ñtraitsò).

Trait 1: Creation of Arguments 
and Use of Evidence

Trait 2: Development of Ideas 
and Organizational Structure

Trait 3: Clarity and Command 
of Standard English 
Conventions
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Sample ER Instructions
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Overview of Mathematical Reasoning Test

Å Content

ï 45% - Quantitative 

Problem Solving

Å Number operations

Å Geometric thinking

ï 55% - Algebraic Problem 

Solving

Å Texas Instruments - TI 30XS 

Multiview

Å Integration of mathematical 

practices

Å Formula page, symbols, and 

calculator page provided
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https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_math.pdf

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_math.pdf


Sample Item
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An oil storage tank has a capacity of 16,000 gallons and is filled 

using a pipe that carries 40 gallons of oil per minute. The tank 

currently holds 9,600 gallons of oil. How many minutes will it take to 

fill the tank to capacity?

Task: determine number of minutes

Information: 

ütotal capacity

ücurrent amount

ürate of fill

Mathematical language: how do I translate the text into 

mathematical quantities and relationships, and how do I use those 

relationships to complete the task?



Whatõs Not Assessed

If a concept is not described in the GED Mathematical 

Reasoning indicators, then it is not assessed on the GED 

Mathematical Reasoning test.

ü Geometric proofs

ü Trigonometry

ü Exponential functions

ü Two-variable inequalities

ü Graphing quadratic equations

ü Determining lines of best fit
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Overview of Social Studies Test

Content

Å 50% - Civics and Government

Å 20% - United States History

Å 15% - Economics

Å 15% - Geography and the World

Themes

Å Development of Modern Liberties 

and Democracy

Å Dynamic Responses in Societal 

Systems 

Social Studies Practices ïanalyzing, 

thinking, reasoning
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https://www.ged.com/wp-

content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_social_studies.pdf

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_social_studies.pdf
https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_social_studies.pdf


Sample Item
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Overview of Science Test

Content

Å Life Science ï40%

Å Physical Science ï40%

Å Earth and Space Science ï

20% Themes 

Themes

Å Human Health and Living 

Systems

Å Energy and Related Systems

Science Practices ïreasoning 

and thinking scientifically
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Sample Item
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Scientific Tools and Processes as 
shown in Indicators and Content 
Topics (handout)

Copyright © 2023 GED® Testing Service LLC. All Rights Reserved.

18



Score Levels 
Explained
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GED Ready® - Assessing Readiness

Three Score Level Indicators on GED Ready®

GED Score Report:

Å GED Ready®

Å GED Exam 
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Not Likely to Pass Too Close to Call Likely to Pass

100-133 134-144 145-200



GED® Ready 
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Realistic practice

opportunity

Computer based and same platform 

as GED® test

Standardized and 

normed

Same norming and standardization 

study as official test

Predictive Tells students if they are likely to pass

Half-length 4.25 hours in length



GED Score Levels Explained

GED College Ready scores improve the chances for college 

success.

Approximately 250 colleges across the U.S. have implemented one, or 

both, of the recommendations (CR and/or CR+credit)
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10 Tips for GED 
Success 
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Tip 1
Use data to assess 
areas  of strength                   
and need



Score Distribution by Content Area
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Score Reports
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Click on 

Score Report
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Student Score

Review Checklist of lessons 

in Student Curriculum for 

further study/remediation 

Select Student 

Curriculum



Individualized Study Guides
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Creating a customized study 

guide allows students to 

know exactly what to study. 

They feel like they are not 

ñwasting timeò. This 

accelerates the process and 

helps them stay engaged. 



Tip 2
Use the 
Assessment 
Targets to 
determine what to 
teach
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Tip 3
Use High Impact 
Indicators to find
relationships
between content 
areas

HII



What are High Impact Indicators ?

Å Important skills that are widely 

applicable

Å May currently receive light 

coverage during GED® test 

preparation

Å Lend themselves to 

straightforward instruction

Å Based on research
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https://www.ged.com/wp-

content/uploads/relationships_between_HII_and_other_

indicators.pdf

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/relationships_between_HII_and_other_indicators.pdf
https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/relationships_between_HII_and_other_indicators.pdf
https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/relationships_between_HII_and_other_indicators.pdf


An Example

RLA 

Order sequences of events 
in texts

Social Studies

Identify the chronological 
structure of a historical 
narrative and sequence 

steps in a process

Science

Reason from data or 
evidence to a conclusion

Mathematics

Search for and recognize 
entry point for solving a 

problem and plan a solution 
pathway 
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Tip 4
Make Your 

Thinking Processes 

Visible



What kind of thinking do we want our students 
to do?

Å Make connections

Å Reason with evidence

Å Observe closely and describe 

Å Consider different viewpoints

Å Capture the heart and form conclusions

Å Build explanations and interpretations

Å Solve problems in different ways
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Tip 5
Itôs All About Evidence, 
but First . . . 
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Evidence ðItõs More Than Just RLA

R.8.3: Evaluate the 
relevance and sufficiency 

of evidence offered in 
support of a claim. 

Primarily measured with 
informational texts.

SSP.2.a: Determine the 
central ideas or information of 

a primary or secondary 
source, corroborating or 

challenging conclusions with 
evidence.

SP.4.a Evaluate whether a 
conclusion or theory is 

supported or challenged by 
particular data or evidence

MP.1 d. Recognize and 
identify missing information 
that is required to solve a 

problem.

MP.5 c. Identify the 
information required to 

evaluate a line of reasoning.



Tip 6
Teach students 
how to 
mathematically 
reason and use 
different heuristics 
to solve problems
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Must-Have 
Strategies 
for Problem 
Solving

What are heuristics?
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Tip 7
Teach Close 
Reading 
Strategies



ñA careful and 

purposeful rereading of 
a text.ò

ñDr. Douglas Fisher

San Diego State University
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Tip 8 
Incorporate reading and writing 
into every classroom, every day



The Link Between Reading and Writing

Å Reading strategies 

should lead to 

writing

Å Writing strategies 

should encourage 

further reading

44

Students 
who read

write 
better.

Students 
who write

Read 
more.



Teaching Argumentative Writing ð
One Step at a Time

Å Analyze the prompt

Å Closely read and interact with 
text

Å Analyze/evaluate the evidence

Å Plan/organize the essay
Å Craft a claim

Å Identify and connect evidence

Å Determine counterclaim/rebuttal

Å Craft a conclusion

ÅWrite the draft - Put it all together

Å Revise and edit

Å Publish
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Tip 9 
Share test-

taking 
strategies and 

tips with 
students



Tutorials

Å Ensures no surprises on 

test day

Å Opportunity to practice 

and build skills

Å Familiarity can lead to 

better performance
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Beginning Test -Taking Tips

Å Have students practice using the tutorials

Å Ensure students are familiar with and can use all of the 

embedded tools

Å Have students practice using the annotation tools (highlighter 

and white boards)

Å Emphasize reading the questions first to identify helpful hints

Å Have students begin with questions that are most familiar 

(flagging more difficult items that they can come back to if time 

permits)

Å Tell students to answer every question (test-takers are not 

penalized for incorrect answers)
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Tip 10 
Stay up-to-date by subscribing
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At the bottom of each of the pages is an opportunity to sign up for the 

In Session Educator Newsletter ïplease take the opportunity to sign up 

and stay informed on the latest news, resources, pricing specials, etc. 



Important 
Resources for 
the Classroom
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GED.com
click on òEducators & Adminsó then Educators
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Skills 
Students 
Need to 
Pass
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Free Classroom Materials
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https://www.ged.com/educators-

admins/teaching/classroom_materials/

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/classroom_materials/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/classroom_materials/


Reference Sheets, Extended Response 
Tools and Practice 
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Extended Response Videos

ÅAvailable for educators here: 

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/classroom_mate

rials/, scroll down to ñExtended Response Videosò

ÅAvailable at: www.newreaderspress.com/writing-for-the-ged-test

ÅOr contact New Readers Press for DVDs that can be sent to your facility:

Åtlipke@proliteracy.org (Videos are FREE)
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/classroom_materials/
https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/classroom_materials/
http://www.newreaderspress.com/writing-for-the-ged-test
mailto:tlipke@proliteracy.org


Accommodations
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https://www.ged.com/about_test

/accommodations/

https://www.ged.com/about_test/accommodations/
https://www.ged.com/about_test/accommodations/


Educator Handbook! 
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https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/wp-

content/uploads/sites/3/2024/04/Educator_Handbook_E

d7_US_ebook.pdf

Get an 

overview of 

GED® test 

content and 

recommended 

teaching 

strategies.

In other words: 

Start here!

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/04/Educator_Handbook_Ed7_US_ebook.pdf
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/04/Educator_Handbook_Ed7_US_ebook.pdf
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2024/04/Educator_Handbook_Ed7_US_ebook.pdf


New Educator 
Checklist! 

ÅOur òNew Educator Checklistò is 
located right inside the new 
Educator Handbook

ÅThis is designed to help new 
teachers focus on the most 
important resources to get them 
up to speed on being a GED 
instructor
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GED Playbook ðFor Adult Educators
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https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED_Playbook_2022-

08_1937a_FINAL.pdf

https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED_Playbook_2022-08_1937a_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ged.com/wp-content/uploads/GED_Playbook_2022-08_1937a_FINAL.pdf


GED Playbook
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Professional Development
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https://www.ged.com/educators-

admins/teaching/professional_development/

https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/professional_development/
https://www.ged.com/educators-admins/teaching/professional_development/
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Professional Development Webinars



Scroll down, click ñWatch Moreò
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Click a video

To access the resources for 

that webinar, click ñShow 

Moreò under the video



Hot Topic
GED and Me!

Jane Bledsoe
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Now on Apple Store 

for pre-order!
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What do teachers think learners need to know 
to be successful on GED tests?

they can do it

Important things to 
study



What do GED grads say learners need to know 
to be successful on GED tests?

67



Our product goal: Identify how we might drive increased 
persistence to the final exam through a mobile app

We Know

Å More than 60% of GED ®

learners are engaging with 

us from their mobile devices

Å 60% of learners who create 

an account on GED.com 

donɅt make any progress on 

testing in a yearɅs time

Å We want to help learners 

who get stuck along the way
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Can we?

Å Keep learners engaged, 
resulting in higher 
persistence by making 
information easier to access 
and using push notifications

Å Reach more learners and get 
them engaged in their GED ®

journey

Å Create an additional 
communication channel for 
nudging/informing our 
students

Å Meet learner/educator 
expectations



The App helps learners set goals, find study tools and 
practice
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Guidance & Practice

Set Goals Use with a text book
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Estimated Timeline 2024

Feb

BETA launch

Å500 independent learners

ÅResearch includes moderated 
usability studies, data observation 
of learner progression, and 
quantitative survey

March

50 adult education 
programs were invited to 
participate in Beta

May

Minimum Lovable Product 
(MLP) -available on Apple as 
a pre-order, May 17

MayïJune

MLP national launch

ÅExpected engagement from the 
introduction of the App this year: 

Å1 million GED accounts created 
via the App and GED.com website
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Summary of Findings:
Learners are teaching us what we need to do to 
help them

ÅThe study path, mobile app format and ease of navigation 
have resulted in learners feeling less intimidated and 
overwhelmed by the GED® experience

ÅThere is a strong desire for a holistic learning experience that is 
heavy on content with guidance to additional resources

ÅPractice questions are the most engaging content for 
learners

ÅGoal -setting and personalized study tools are well -received

ÅThe Ʉmobile advisorɅ character was positively received, 
contributing to a more engaging and supported learning 
experience

ÅContent subscription features were desired and attractive 
to learners , who reported willingness to buy more study 
materials, so long as they were tightly integrated with the app


